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What You Need to Know for the Solar Eclipse
From Jennifer Rife, Design & Humanities
Coordinator, Laramie County Library System
What to expect, and safe viewing tips for the total
solar eclipse on Monday, August 21:
As the moon blocks the sun, the temperature will
drop, like when the sun goes down at evening.
Shadow bands (fluctuations in light) may appear,
and small eclipse images may show on the
ground under tree leaves (the leaves function as
a sort of pinhole viewer).
NASA has a wonderful page for learning all you
want to know about what to expect!
View the eclipse through ISO 12312-2 standard
certified eclipse glasses, #14 welder’s glass, or
ISO certified filters on binoculars or telescopes.
The ISO certification will be printed on the
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glasses. Here are guidelines to ensure your glasses
are safe.
Except during totality, there is no safe time to
view the eclipse without eye protection. Leave
your glasses on until you turn your head away.
If planning to take photos of the eclipse, whether
with a camera or cell phone, read these NASA
guidelines.
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WSL News
WYOMING WORKSHOP FOR THE DIGITAL
PUBLIC LIBRARY OF AMERICA
The Plains to Peaks Collective (PPC) is the new
Colorado-Wyoming Service Hub of the Digital
Public Library of America (DPLA). The PPC is
a joint program of the Colorado and Wyoming
State Libraries and is an opportunity for you to
give your institution’s unique digital collections
national exposure.
On September 28, 2017, the Colorado State
Library, in partnership with the University
of Wyoming and the Wyoming State Library,
will provide a free event for participants to
learn more about the PPC. It will be held at the
University of Wyoming, Coe Library, Room
Coe-506, from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. On campus
parking pass will be provided. This event is free,
and lunch will be provided, courtesy of UW.
Learn more and register online. Registration will
close on September 8.
During this training you will learn about
Wyoming’s participation in this national digital
landscape along with the nuts and bolts of
participating in the PPC and the DPLA.
Bring your questions to the session, or
contact Leigh Jeremias at ljeremias@
coloradovirtuallibrary.org.
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Niobrara County Library, Snapshot Day 2016

SNAPSHOT DAY SET FOR OCTOBER 10
Join us for this year’s Wyoming Snapshot Day on
Tuesday, October 10, 2017, in conjunction with
Teen Read Week.
On Snapshot Day, Wyoming libraries collect
photos, video, and comments that show the
value they offer to their communities every single
day. Participation is easy: simply take photos
and collect comments on Snapshot Day (or on
another day that week, if that works better) and
submit them to the Wyoming State Library.
More information and instructions are available
on the Wyoming Snapshot Day website.
Contact Susan Mark, Wyoming State Library
Publications Specialist, at susan.mark@wyo.
gov or 307-777-5915 to sign up or if you have
questions.
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Around the State
AND THE OLDEST BOOK IN A WYOMING
LIBRARY IS…

Manuscript from the 1400s held by the American
Heritage Center in the Toppan Rare Books Library
Shortly after we posted about the oldest book
in WYLDCAT, Sheridan County Public Library
System Director Cameron Duff emailed us about
their 1636 copy of The Herball Or Generall
Historie of Plantes by John Gerard. Which
inspired us to ask: What, exactly, is the oldest
book held in a Wyoming library?
First, it depends on how you define “book.”
Albany County Public Library owns about a
dozen cuneiform tablets more than 4,000 years
old. If we limit it to a more typical book, the
American Heritage Center Toppan Library is
the clear winner with both print and manuscript
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books from the 1400s. Their oldest one cataloged
with a definite date is the Opus restitutionum
usurarum et excommunicationum by Franciscus
de Platea, published in Venice in 1472.
For the curious, Debbie McCarthy, Head of
University of Wyoming Libraries Technical
Services, gave us these handy links to search the
Toppan Library collection for all titles 1500 and
earlier (14) and all titles 1600 and earlier (83).
As for the State Library’s oldest book? Well, it’s
a mouthful, located in our federal documents:
American archives : consisting of a collection
of authentick records, state papers, debates,
and letters and other notices of publick affairs,
the whole forming a documentary history of
the origin and progress of the North American
colonies ; of the causes and accomplishment
of the American revolution ; and of the
Constitution of government for the United
States, to the final ratification thereof. In six
series. While we have a print copy, you can also
read it online in its entirety in Hathi Trust.

Share Your Stories!
We rely on you to keep us in the know. If
you have great happenings at your library,
we'd like to hear them!
Send your stories and photos to Susan
Mark at susan.mark@wyo.gov.
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Park County Library offers Powell Makerspace
passes at their Cody, Meeteetse, and Powell
libraries. The Makerspace offers children and
adults the opportunity to take classes ranging
from 3D printing to robotics to digitized
embroidery and to use a wide variety of
specialized equipment.

NEED TO BORROW A BOX OF ROCKS?
It’s a well-known fact that libraries circulate
more than books. We asked Wyoming libraries
to tell us about some of the more unusual items
they make available.
Gillette College just added a set of rocks and
a set of minerals as part of their textbook
reserves. The sets will be for in-library use by
geology students. The sets are pricey, heavy, and
awkward, so making them available is a great
service to students
Weston County Library circulates cake pans at
both its libraries. The main library in Newcastle
has 145 items including cake pans, Jell-O molds,
candy molds, and confection stencils.
Feeling artistic? Dubois Branch Library has a
two-hour loan period for their colored pencils,
Crayola pens, and gel pens for patrons who want
to do adult coloring activities.
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Sublette County Library - Pinedale circulates
American Girl Dolls, cake pans, and a magnifying
floor lamp for crafts and sewing. The Big Piney
Branch also has the dolls. Additionally, they have
a sewing machine that circulates.
And just added at the
Upton Branch Library,
thanks to donors Dan
and Janet Pullen, is
an Orion Star Blast EZ
Finder #2 telescope.
Their generosity has
given library patrons
the stars.

EACH $1 IN TAXES FOR PARK COUNTY
LIBRARY GIVES BACK $5 IN VALUE
For every tax dollar invested in the Park County
Library, residents receive $5.09 back in library
collections, services, programs and facility use,
according to the library’s 2017 Report to the
Community.
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Library card holders in Park County borrowed
more than $6 million worth of materials from
July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017. Books in
audio, large print, paperback, electronic, and
hardback; DVDs; newspapers; magazines; and
music CDs accounted for the majority of services
rendered.
Meeting room use by the entire community
increased in value by 50% over the last year.
Attendance at the libraries’ 1,200 programs
exceeded 25,000 people. The most remarkable
increase was in children’s attendance. Children
also exhibited the largest increase in hard cover
books borrowed.
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which included fruit loops, doughnut holes,
and a melted chocolate bar. Teens had to use
their creativity, craftsmanship, problem solving,
engineering, teamwork, and public speaking.
The Lander Library also decided to “Build a
Better World” this summer with an Operation
Gratitude drive to help send care packages and
letters of support to individual military service
members deployed in harm’s way, to their
children, and to first responders, veterans, new
recruits, military families, and wounded heroes
and their caregivers.

NEWS AND NOTES
The reception for Laramie County Library
System’s “Utopia/Dystopia” art exhibit received
a lengthy write-up in WyoFile. Writer Mike Shay
described the event as “A Summer Night of Art,
Coloring, and Boxed Wine.”

Fremont County Library System - Lander held
its 5th annual Cupcake Wars competition for
teens. Teams had 20 minutes to decorate their
cupcakes according to a literary theme. Lastminute secret ingredients had to be incorporated,
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The Riverton Branch Library held its fourth
annual “Music on the Lawn” series this summer
with music from Elk Tongue, Whiskey Slaps, and
Low Water String Band. The Patti Fiasco came
during Riverton Rendezvous Week when the
library also hosted Chalk the Walk — plenty of
jamming, art, and dancing for the crowd of 675.
This series is supported and sponsored by the
Wind River Visitors Council.
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Wyoming Library
Association
FIND CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS ON
HASHTAG #WYLA17
Many thanks to those who posted during the
Wyoming Library Association conference on
hashtag #wyla17. Whether you attended or not,
you can find what your colleagues were thinking
and learning at the conference, and also see some
great photos by searching Facebook and Twitter
for #wyla17. (See some of our favorite Tweets.)

WLA ELECTS TWO TO BOARD
At its 2017 conference,
WLA announced
that Kate Mutch is its
new Vice President/
President-Elect. Mutch
is Assistant Director
at Natrona County
Public Library. “One
of the greatest things
about librarians is
Kate Mutch
the willingness to
share with others —
information, materials, and even themselves,”
Mutch said in her candidate statement.
“Wyoming libraries excel at this in a way I
haven’t seen elsewhere. I believe working
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together to provide the best possible library
service makes all of our libraries stronger.”
Cindy Moore, Converse County Library Assistant
Director, was elected MPLA Representative,
succeeding Steve Boss. “I believe very strongly
in access without restrictions, the importance
of libraries in our communities, exemplary
customer service, and financial responsibility
to our taxpayers,” she said. “MPLA has given
me so much: grants for school, the Leadership
Institute, and the support and friendship of
librarians throughout the mountain western
states.”
Many thanks go to the other candidates on the
ballot who were willing to step forward and
provide leadership to WLA: Jennisen Lucas, who
ran for Vice President, and Steve Boss and Nancy
Venable, who ran for MPLA Representative.

TAKE A TOUR OF “WHAT THE TECH?”
If you missed the “What the Tech is That?”
session at the 2017 Wyoming Library Association
conference, check out the presentation slides
and list of links. Too many (25!) to list in this
newsletter, but here's a sampling:
•
•
•

Sugarcane: Educational game creator.
www.sugarcane.com
Ozoblockly: Learn simple coding to control
your own ozobot. www.ozoblockly.com
Hugo Hubble: Alexa-enabled, robotic, smart
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•

•
•

•
•

camera, reads facial expressions and senses
emotions. Not yet available, but check at
hubbleconnected.com/hugo
StoryCorps: archive of more than 65,000
interviews; one of the largest born-digital
collections of human voices. storycorps.org
Eat Your Books: website that organizes your
recipes. www.eatyourbooks.com
ELBOW Cassette Player: Concept tech.
Allows user to connect cassette tapes to
digital player. www.elbow.co.nf
Photomath: Assistive technology app for
doing math. photomath.net
Map of Life: discover, identify, and record
biodiversity worldwide. Also view species
range map and inventory. www.mol.org

A-TISKET, A-TASKET, A WLLI BASKET!
Nearly $1,400 was raised this year by the
Wyoming Library Leadership Institute (WLLI)
basket fundraiser at the WLA conference. There
were 25 baskets donated on every imaginable
theme from Star Wars to Staycation. Proceeds
from the fundraising will help cover the costs of
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the 2018 Institute in beautiful Lander, Wyoming,
next July.
“We hope to continue the tradition of providing
opportunities for Wyoming librarians to gain
skills in leading, communicating, collaborating,
and engaging within their library systems and
communities,” said Anna Smedts, WLLI Advisor.
“Please consider applying to attend the 2018
Institute, or recommending it to a colleague—we
have some exciting plans in place!

School Libraries
AASL RESOURCE GUIDE FOR
UNDERSERVED STUDENT POPULATIONS
A new toolkit from the
American Association
of School Librarians
(AASL), the Resource
Guide for Underserved
Student Populations,
brings together a
wealth of resources
available to aid school
librarians working
with students in five underserved populations:
children in foster care, homeless children,
children of incarcerated parents, children of
migrant workers, and children in non-traditional
families. Find this and other toolkits on the
AASL website.
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ARCHIVED WEBINAR: PERSONAL
LEARNING NETWORKS
New in our webinar training archive is Personal
Learning Networks for the School Librarian.
Get an overview of personal learning networks:
what they are, why they are important, and how
to build your own. (Download the slides.) Find
more archived database training in our webinars
index and see upcoming events on our training
calendar.

Government
Documents
KOREAN WAR CEASE-FIRE
July 27, 2017, marked
the 64th anniversary
of the ceasefire that
ended the Korean
War. Did you know
the State Library has
more than 50 books
about this often
overlooked conflict?
From straightforward
histories such as The
Korean War: Years of Stalemate, July 1951 –
July 1953 by A.J. Birtle, to personal accounts
such as The Three Wars of Lt. Gen. George E.
Stratemeyer: His Korean War Diary, we’ve got
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plenty of reading on this fascinating topic. Check
WYLDCAT for these and other titles. In our
online resources, both U.S. History in Context
and History Study Center have substantial
sections dedicated to the Korean War. See these
and other history resources in GoWYLD.net.

Academic Libraries
COMMUNITY COLLEGE LIBRARIES AND
STUDENT SUCCESS
A three-year, IMLS-funded study in North
Carolina, Community College Libraries &
Librarians and Student Success, found that
students, faculty, and librarians agree that
community college library services contribute
to student success. Specifically, the practice
of embedded librarianship with faculty, the
teaching of information literacy to students,
library resources (print, non-print), individual
and group study spaces, research databases, and
WiFi access support learning.
Students, faculty, and librarians also agreed
that libraries benefit a wide range of student
cohorts including students who need to catch
up with their peers (i.e., basic skills, high
school equivalency, English/reading skills)
as well as those who need to keep up with
their peers (i.e., first year progress, progress
in chosen program of study, licensure/
certification, and college transfer).
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Intellectual
Freedom
CELEBRATE BANNED BOOKS WEEK
Banned Books Week, an annual event
celebrating the freedom to read, will be held
September 24-30, 2017. Banned Books Week
brings together the entire book community —
librarians, booksellers, publishers, journalists,
teachers, and readers of all types — in shared
support of the freedom to seek and to express
ideas, even those some consider unorthodox or
unpopular.
By focusing on efforts across the country to
remove or restrict access to books, Banned
Books Week draws national attention to the
harms of censorship. The ALA Office for
Intellectual Freedom (OIF) compiles lists of
challenged books as reported in the media and
submitted by librarians and teachers across the
country.
OIF also offers support for librarians facing
challenges to materials in their library. The
support librarians seek will not be disclosed to
any outside parties, and the challenge report
OIF receives is kept confidential. Please see
Challenges to Library Materials for resources
and information to help you prepare for and
respond to challenges.
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Wyoming librarians are also encouraged to
contact the Wyoming Library Association’s
Intellectual Freedom Advisor, Brian Greene, at
brian.greene@wyo.gov or (307) 777-6339 for
assistance with local challenges.

JOIN THE #REBELREADER TWITTER
TOURNAMENT
Join the celebration of “Words Have Power” at
your library. The American Library Association
(ALA) is celebrating Banned Books Week
(September 24-30) with a national Rebel Reader
Twitter Tournament.
The Rebel Reader Twitter Tournament
challenges readers to tweet action items that
spotlight library resources, First Amendment
rights and the harms of censorship using the
hashtag #RebelReader. Rebel Reader Twitter
Tournament partners are encouraged to tailor
the program to their communities, drawing
attention to the freedom to read and highlighting
their own resources.

People News
August 1 marked Michelle Havenga’s 36th
anniversary as the Children’s Librarian at the
Sheridan County Fulmer Library.
Matthew Troyanek is now the Office Associate
Senior for the American Heritage Center at the
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University of Wyoming. He was worked 17 years
at UW in a variety of staffing positions, most
recently at the Office of the Registrar.
Sydney Lupton has retired after 12 fine years
of service at the Riverton Branch Library,
Fremont County Library System, and she plans
on expanding her master gardening skills.

Youth Services
LIBRARY CARD SIGN-UP MONTH ART
FEATURES DC’S TEEN TITANS
As honorary chairs
of September’s
Library Card
Sign-up Month,
crimefighting DC
Super Heroes,
the Teen Titans,
are appearing in
print and digital
Public Service
Announcements
(PSAs) to help promote the value of a library
card. DC is also providing Teen Titans artwork
for customizable library cards, billboards and
social media graphics.
The PSAs and artwork featuring the Teen Titans
are free and can be downloaded at the Library
Card Sign-up Month webpage. The webpage also
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includes media tools to help remind the public
of all the resources available with a library card,
including a sample press release, proclamation
and radio PSA scripts.

GUIDELINES TO PLAN PROGRAMS FOR
TEEN READ WEEK
Teen Read Week is set for October 8-14 this year.
Find tips to kick your TRW programs up a notch
with Teen Programming Guidelines, free from
the Young Adult Library Services Association
(YALSA). These guidelines are intended to guide
library staff who design, host, and evaluate
library programs with and for teens.
Effective teen programs foster peer-topeer learning and positive developmental
relationships, leverage community resources,
and enable the acquisition of twenty-first century
workforce skills. Teen Programming Guidelines
were developed in alignment with YALSA’s
report, The Future of Library Services For and
With Teens: a Call to Action.

Grant Opportunities
Libraries Ready to Code
DEADLINE: August 31, 2017
This grant will fund a cohort of 25-50 school and
public libraries to design computational thinking
and computer science programs for and with
youth, including underrepresented youth.

| library.wyo.gov | The Wyoming State Library is a division of the Wyoming Department of Administration & Information.

10

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

VOL. 46 | ISSUE 08 | AUGUST 2017

Media Literacy @ Your Library
DEADLINE: September 11, 2017
ALA and the Center for News Literacy will work
with teams from five public libraries to adapt
existing media literacy training materials to
serve the needs of public librarians and the
communities they serve. Selected libraries will
receive a $1,500 stipend for programming costs,
as well as travel, training, and communications
support.
K-12 Web Archiving Program
DEADLINE: September 17, 2017
Provides an opportunity for middle school and
high school students to select and save websites
for future generations. Although no monetary
support is provided, teachers and students
will be given a .25TB Archive-It account plus
documentation and user support as they build
their collections.
NEA Foundation Grants to Educators
DEADLINE: October 15, 2017
The NEA Foundation supports new ideas and
practices to strengthen teaching and learning.
Their goal is to fund and share successful
strategies to educate and prepare students
for bright and rewarding futures. Funding
preference will be given to projects that
incorporate STEM and/or global learning.
Have you heard about a grant opportunity you
think others should know about? Contact Susan
Mark at susan.mark@wyo.gov.
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Aug. 21
Sept. 1-30

Solar Eclipse
Library Card Sign-Up Month

Sept. 10-16

Outside the Lines

Sept. 24-30

Banned Books Week

Sept. 27
Oct. 8-14

Banned Websites Awareness Day
Teen Read Week

Oct. 10

Wyoming Snapshot Day

Oct. 14

Indie Author Day

Oct. 15-21

National Friends of Libraries Week

Oct. 16-18

NLA-MPLA Conference

Give us a Follow
We'll send you the Outrider once a month,
but you can also keep up with news as it
happens by following the Wyoming State
Library on social media:
•
•
•

News blog
Facebook
Twitter
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Book Reviews
Booger
By Eugene M. Gagliano
Denver : Outskirt Press, 2016.
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Drifting Yukon: living in two worlds with
Yup’ik Eskimo salmon hunters
By Dan Syljuberget
Rapid City, SD : Black Hills Books, 2016.

He tries to do the right thing, thinking that he
doesn’t have to tell the whole truth, and his
adventures are humorous. He lies to the widow
about a broken vase but finally tells her the truth
knowing it might mean no bike. But the widow
lets him know “it takes a person of character to
tell the truth,” and he continues to work for her
and learns his lessons about telling the truth.

Picture this: Mid ’80s,
Western Oregon State
College, first day of
class, non-traditional
students Dan (an
anglo), and Allen and
Clara (Eskimo siblings
from a Yup’ik village in
Alaska). As class begins
Allen and Clara enter
and sit near Dan. The
ensuing conversation
starts the adventure of a lifetime. This narrative
captures Dan helping his Yup’ik friends, who
are struggling with alcohol and lifelong habits,
adjust to college culture. The friendship is so
strong that the Yup’ik eventually invite Dan to
spend the summer fishing in Alaska. As he settles
into life at the Yup’ik primitive fishing camp,
Dan experiences a similar culture shock. The
satisfying, yet intriguing, conclusion of the book
leaves you comparing the lives of the Yup’ik with
those of the Native Americans in the lower 48.
Great description of Dan’s adventure and college
life for the Eskimos makes this hard to put down!

Betty Abbott, Education Programs Manager
Wyoming Department of Corrections

Richard Landreth, Library Media Specialist
Campbell County School District 1

Booger is an entertaining
story of a 12 year old
boy and his struggle to
earn money to buy a new
bicycle since he wrecked
his the previous summer.
In 1957, he “needs” a bike
to get around. He has
many adventures while
earning money including
dog walking, babysitting
a boy who thinks he can fly and jumps off a roof,
baking cookies (a disaster), and finally doing odd
jobs for a widow.
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