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Letters About Lit Student Contest Open
Wyoming students
in grades 4-12 are
invited to read, be
inspired, and write
back to the author
(living or dead) of a
book that changed
their lives. The
2017-18 Letters
About Literature
reading and writing
contest is open and accepting entries through the
postmark deadline of January 12, 2018.

Both individual and classroom entries are
welcome. Resources are available for teachers
and librarians. Check out page 6 of this issue of
the Outrider for information on an upcoming
webinar on October 25 and on the teaching
guide. The guide provides activities and
addresses how the program can dovetail with
curriculum for teaching reading and writing.

Letters About Literature is a Library of Congress
national reading/writing promotion program.
Entries will be judged at the state and national
levels in three age categories: grades 4-6,
grades 7-8, and grades 9-12. Students could
win Amazon gift cards up to $150 in Wyoming
competition and cash prizes in national judging.

Guidelines, the teaching guide, and winning
letters from previous years may be found on the
Letters About Literature website.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

The State Library has created ready-to-print
promotional posters for you to use to spread the
word. We’d love it if you’d encourage the teens
and tweens you work with to enter!

Questions may be directed to Susan Mark,
Wyoming State Library publications specialist, at
susan.mark@wyo.gov or (307) 777-5915.
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WSL News

ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY MAKES
LIBRARY RESOURCES ACCESSIBLE
Assistive Technology is any device, tool, or
adaptation that supports a person when
participating in everyday activities. AT supports
independence, increases self-confidence,
reading comprehension, and reading ability, and
enhances access to library resources.
The Wyoming State Library and Wyoming
Assistive Technology Resources (WATR) are
partnering to increase awareness of assistive
technology and its benefits. As the first step in
this effort, the WSL funded a basic Assistive
Technology toolkit for each of the 23 public
library systems and seven academic libraries.
The project was also intended to highlight not
just AT, but also the services provided by WATR
that are available to every Wyoming resident.
The agency provides information and assistance,
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training, device demonstrations, “try before you
buy” device loans, help with acquiring AT, and
access to low-interest loans for those purchases.
“Libraries disseminate information about
resources, and this is a huge resource that is
underutilized,” said Tekla Slider, WSL Federal
Documents Librarian, who has been working
on the project. "Our partnership is to get their
information into libraries who are seeing all
walks of life. We don’t expect libraries to know
all about assistive technology, but we want them
to know about WATR.”
The kits come with promotional materials to be
distributed to the public, including information
on WATR services and a rack card of helpful
AT apps. Tekla said libraries could put them on
display (as has been done at the WSL) and pass
out the brochures and cards. They could be used
for programming, such as a demonstration to
seniors or homeschoolers.
Questions about AT in your library? Visit the
Wyoming Assistive Technology Resources
website or contact Tekla at tekla.slider@wyo.gov
or (307) 777-6955.

Have News?
If you have great happenings at your
library, we'd like to know! Send news to
Susan Mark at susan.mark@wyo.gov.
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ABANDONED MINES DIGITAL LIBRARY
GOES ONLINE
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Around the State

The Wyoming State Library collaborated with
the Department of Environmental Quality,
Abandoned Mine Land Division, to create the
Abandoned Mines Digital Library. WSL stores,
maintains and makes accessible the digitized
versions of 20,472 maps, plans, project reports,
photographs and miscellaneous reports detailing
Wyoming’s abandoned mines. More than
566,000 pages were digitized.
These records are used by consultants and
contractors, as well as residents looking for
history and information. Before they were
digitized, those wanting them would make an
appointment to go to the AML offices where staff
would help them find the documents they were
looking for. If needed, they could make copies.
Now, they can be quickly accessed online.
“The feedback I’ve received has mostly been from
our consultants,” said Jane Nuoci, AML office
support specialist. “They’re very happy they can
look up the information they need, download
and print it without having to make a trip into
the office, or even a phone call.”
Nuoci said this project has benefited everyone
involved in AML. “It’s saved time for everyone
involved, from the consultants to the staff. This
project has been one of the most valuable options
we have to provide information to the public.”
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Sundance Elementary School Library's Maker Day

WHAT A GREAT SNAPSHOT DAY!
We saw smiling faces and read happy comments
from all over the state during our Wyoming
Snapshot Day 2017 celebration on October 10.
Snapshot Day shows the tremendous impact
libraries have on their communities every day of
the year. You can see all the photos, comments,
videos, and library use statistics on the Wyoming
Snapshot Day website. In the meantime, we’ll
share a few comments and numbers here:
"The library is important to me because I like to
read and without books, I wouldn’t know some
of the things I know now. The library is also
important, because it helps us learn how to stay
safe online." — Park County School District 1
elementary student
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"It’s important to me
because it’s a quiet
place I can come.
It’s like a corner of
the world that is like
no other place." —
Riverton Branch
Library young
patron (under 18)
"It saves my life! The
library makes getting
my homework
Sublette County Library teen
done so much
program
easier! I couldn’t
get by without the
help from everyone who works here!" — Elisa
Gonzalez, student, Gillette College Daly Library
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WYOMING READS 2018 BOOKS NAMED
Wyoming Reads has announced the book
selections for the coming year. The program
encourages literacy by providing a book to every
first grade student in the state. Sample kits are
sent to schools in the months before the event
so that students can familiarize themselves with
these choices and pick the one they'll receive on
the event date of May 15, 2018.
•
•
•
•
•
•

"My whole life the library has been a gathering
place to connect, to learn, and explore what the
world had available. The library was the starting
place for my dreams to take root and fly."
— La Barge Branch Library patron
As for the numbers, on Snapshot Day, libraries
that are part of the WYLD system circulated
12,170 items (including 5,070 children’s items),
issued 102 new library cards, and added 745
items to the catalog. From data the WSL collects
annually, we estimate there were 39,689 visits,
2,324 computer uses, and 850 children and teens
attending programs at our public libraries.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

Penguin Day: A Family Story by Nic Bishop
Max and Bird by Ed Vere
Those Darn Squirrels and the Cat Next Door
by Adam Rubin
The Giant Jumperee by Julia Donaldson
Little Red Riding Sheep by Linda Ravin
Lodding
Be Quiet! by Ryan T. Higgins

Wyoming Reads is supported by the Sue
Jorgensen Library Foundation with the help of
generous donors, volunteers, and collaborative
partners, including libraries. The Wyoming State
Library’s Central Acquisitions Program acquires
these books at discounts up to 40 percent,
stretching donor dollars.

ARCHIVES MONTH IN WYOMING
October is Archives Month, the time when
archival institutions around the country make
a special effort to promote the important work
archives do in preserving and providing access to
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America’s documentary heritage. The Wyoming
State Archives has been celebrating by, among
other things, launching their new website, and
participating in #AskAnArchivist Day (October
4) and Electronic Records Day (October 10).
"The State Archives provides valuable records
management and imaging services to state
agencies and political subdivisions," said
Wyoming State Archivist Mike Strom. "Our
archival collections are a treasure trove for
genealogists and historians and they help people
resolve issues that come up in their daily lives.
From photographs and historic documents
to school transcripts and court records, the
documentary heritage we preserve is incredibly
diverse and important.”

STATE’S TOP TEN ARTIFACTS NAMED
The Wyoming State Historical Society has
announced the winners of the state’s 2017
Top Ten Artifacts, chosen from more than 20
submissions, and voted on by more than 1,700
individuals. This is the Society’s third year
hosting this project in partnership with the
University of Wyoming Libraries. The project
draws awareness to historic collections at
museums and libraries. Submissions included
documents, books, fossils, clothing, artwork,
and much more, each one showcasing a unique
facet of Wyoming history. Top honors this year
went to a Case Farm Truck held by the Brinton
Museum in Big Horn. See the rest.
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School Libraries
A DON’T-MISS SESSION AT THE
INNOVATIONS CONFERENCE
Heading to the Wyoming
Innovations in Learning
Conference? Don’t miss
Chris Van Burgh’s session,
“Students? Yes! Teachers?
Yes!” Chris is the Database
Instruction Librarian
here at the Wyoming
State Library. Join her
for an exploration of the
many resources available free to you and your
students (pre-K-college) through GoWYLD.net.
The conference will be held November 2-3 at the
University of Wyoming Conference Center in
Laramie. Registration is open through October
27; fee is $25. Learn more and register.

ARCHIVED WEBINAR: TECH SAVVY IN
THE SCHOOL LIBRARY
Just up in our training archive from Paige
Bredenkamp, WSL School Library Consultant,
is a newly archived webinar, Tech Savvy in the
School Library. Explore software, apps, and
hardware useful in the school library. (Download
the slides.) Find more archived training videos in
our webinars index and see upcoming events on
our calendar.
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TEACHER RESOURCES FOR LETTERS
ABOUT LITERATURE
From now through January 12, 2018 students
can enter their letters in the 2017-18 Letters
About Literature contest to engage with some
great reading and to compete for state and
national prizes. Classroom entries are welcome.
The Library of Congress will host a Letters About
Literature webinar for educators on October 25
at 2 p.m. MDT. Participants in the live session
will be offered the option of receiving a certificate
to use for CEU (PDU, etc).
The Letters About Literature Teaching Guide
provides activities educators can use to guide
their students through the book discussion and
letter-writing process. The guide addresses the
LAL teaching strategies and how the program
can dovetail with curriculum for teaching reading
and writing. Also included are worksheets for
duplication and assessment checklists.
The Wyoming State Library has put together
promotional flyers for you to use at your school
to let students know about this opportunity. Find
them on our website.
Learn more and find guidelines on the Library
of Congress's Letters About Literature website.
Questions may be directed to Susan Mark,
Wyoming State Library publications specialist, at
susan.mark@wyo.gov or (307) 777-5915.
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Academic Libraries
UW’S BOTANICAL FIELD BOOKS ONLINE
Thanks to the efforts
of UW Digital, you
can explore images of
notebooks compiled
during botanical field
work performed by
Aven Nelson, Elias
Nelson, Leslie N.
Goodding, Edwin B.
and Lois B. Payson,
and Louis O. Williams
(among others). The
Botanical Field Books
Collection offers a glimpse of dates, locations,
and names of specimens collected primarily in
Wyoming. Specimens from parts of Colorado,
Nebraska, Montana, Idaho, and other states are
also included in the collection. To access the
Botanical Field Books Collection, visit www-lib.
uwyo.edu, scroll down to Collections, and choose
“GO” under UW Digital.

UW COLLEGES, LIBRARIES TO OPEN
CUTTING-EDGE INNOVATION CENTER
Efforts to create and foster innovation are
the main driver behind a new cutting-edge
educational space opening soon for students
and faculty at the University of Wyoming Coe
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Library. The Coe Student Innovation Center
(CSIC) is a joint venture among UW Libraries,
UW Information Technology and the colleges of
Engineering and Applied Science, Education, and
Arts and Sciences. Ribbon-cutting ceremonies,
open to the public, take place Thursday, October
26, at 4 p.m., followed by an open house.
The CSIC, located on Level 2 of William
Robertson Coe Library on the UW campus, was
designed as a top-of-the-line “maker space”
lab to foster imaginative, collaborative, and
innovative design projects. The center was
designed to encourage and build upon projectbased STEAM (science, technology, engineering,
arts, and mathematics) learning at all levels,
from K-12 through college.

Trustee Corner
BUILDING LIBRARY PARTNERSHIPS
Excerpted from Library Strategies, “Six Great
Ideas for Library Partnerships.”
Partnerships have great potential to expand your
library’s capacity to offer more, reach broader
audiences, and leverage your resources. As
libraries continually seek new ways to stretch
their budgets, partnering is a valuable option to
consider.
If you’d like to begin to build community
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partnerships, do some brainstorming with
your library staff or your support organization
(Friends and foundation) for potential capacity
building and resource leveraging partnerships.
One side benefit to partnerships is that
community foundations and other funders
particularly like these relationships as they see
that your library is being savvy and resourceful
in working in the community and maximizing
funding!

Databases &
Electronic Resources
GOWYLD USE ON JUST ONE DAY
Wyoming libraries were serving more than just
the patrons who walked through their doors on
Wyoming Snapshot Day, October 10. Statewide
electronic resources make visiting the library
as easy as firing up your laptop, tablet, or cell
phone. GoWYLD.net offers articles, ebooks,
scholarly sources, downloadable audiobooks,
courses and tutorials, and much more, available
to every Wyoming resident, 24 hours a day.
For just a few examples, on Snapshot Day there
were 1,057 Encyclopedia Britannica sessions;
2,381 sessions using the Gale databases, with
1,353 full-text retrievals; 100 Mango Language
sessions, accessing 150 courses; 274 ebooks and
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audiobooks downloaded from CloudLibrary;
341 RBDigital audiobook, ebook, and digital
magazine downloads; and 118 checkouts from
TotalBoox.

ARCHIVED WEBINAR: HEALTH
RESOURCES IN GOWYLD.NET
October is Health Literacy Month, and our
latest Database of the Month webinar, “Health
Resources in GoWYLD.net,” is now available
in our training archives. This webinar with
Chris Van Burgh, WSL Database Instruction
Librarian, looks at the many resources under
Health & Medicine, as well as, Nursing & Allied
Health. The new interface for Health & Wellness
Resource Center is part of this exploration of
sources in GoWYLD.net. Chris also points out a
few places for materials and programming ideas.

Training in Brief
The California State Library has created training
videos for library employees on dealing with
patrons with mental health issues as part of their
Mental Health Initiative. Six of the eight planned
videos have been recorded and are available on
YouTube.
On Wednesday, October 25, the National
Archives will host the fifth virtual Genealogy Fair
via webcast.
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The Social Media and Libraries Webinar Series,
will highlight social media best practices to
keep patrons and library staff engaged, develop
measurable goals, and cultivate new readers
and learners in your community. First session
is October 24.

People News
KNESEL NAMED ‘GOVERNOR’S WOMAN
OF DISTINCTION’
The Wyoming Council for
Women’s Issues (WCWI)
recognized Susan B. Knesel
of Gillette with its 2017
“Governor’s Woman of
Distinction Award” this
month. The award is “a
once-in-a-lifetime honor
for the recipient’s impact
on women and/or families in the areas of
education, employment practices, community
outreach, health and wellness, or legal issues.”
Knesel is a Campbell County Public Library
System retiree and a past president of the
Wyoming Library Association. Her career
accomplishments include introducing cuttingedge literacy programs for preschoolers and
toddlers. She procured a nutrition grant
to provide summer meals to students and
community grants to bring popular authors to
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Campbell County to provide presentations and
writing workshops for students. She carved out
library space for tweens and enhanced library
programming with an emphasis on science,
technology, engineering, art, and math (STEAM).

PEOPLE IN BRIEF
Sharon Mikesell has retired after 28 years
in the Laramie County Library System. Over
the years she worked in reference and technical
services and was the Assistant Manager for the
two branches for 13 years. She earned her MLS
from Texas Women’s University three years ago.
Carmen Clayton, Records and Data
Management Analyst at the Wyoming State
Archives, received her M.A. in American Studies
from the University of Wyoming in August.
Rykki Neale is the new Children’s Librarian
at the La Barge Library. Rykki grew up in
Shoshoni, Wyoming. She has a B.S. in Creative
Writing from Weber State University and worked
for several years for the Technical Services
department of Weber School District, helping
K-12 teachers and staff use technology.
Sarah Marino is the newest librarian to join
the Yellowstone Research Library. Sarah received
her MLS from Suny University at Buffalo and
did her undergraduate work at Missouri State
University. She interned at the library during the
summer of 2015
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Tamara Lehner has moved from the main
Converse County Library to the Glenrock Library
where she is working in circulation and adult
programming. She has a degree in theatre and
worked at the University of Wyoming for 23
years.
Reese Ruiz has left the Laramie County
Library System, where she was the Manager
of Community and Media Relations. She has
accepted a position with the City of Cheyenne,
Parks and Recreation Division, as a Marketing
Coordinator.

Youth Services
BRIDGING THE GAP FOR DAYCARES AND
PRESCHOOLS
On September 7,
Melanie Hornbeck Esp,
Outreach Librarian at
the Laramie County
Library System (LCLS),
presented “Bridging the
Gap: Inclusive Summer
Melanie Hornbeck Esp
Reading for Daycares and
Preschools” at the Association of Rural and Small
Libraries (ARSL) 2017 Conference in St. George,
Utah. This workshop addressed the difficulties
that daycares face when participating in summer
reading and highlighted the successful Group
Summer Reading program at LCLS.
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Group Summer Reading was introduced at LCLS
in the summer of 2015 as a way to help daycares,
summer schools, and other groups of children
participate in the summer reading program
despite limited transportation. This new
program allows daycares and schools to sign up
as a group, complete summer reading together,
and have books and other prizes delivered to
them onsite. Over 35 groups participated and
more than 1,700 children received books.
LCLS provides many services to daycares and
preschools throughout the year. Read more on
the WSL blog. For more details on daycare and
preschool outreach in Laramie County, and
what you can do to reach these groups, contact
Melanie Hornbeck Esp at (307) 773-7229 or
mhornbeck@lclsonline.org.

GREAT STORIES CLUB AT NATRONA
COUNTY LIBRARY
The Great Stories Club gives underserved youth
the opportunity to read, reflect, and share ideas
on topics that resonate with them. Natrona
County Library was selected for Great Stories
Club in 2017. Read more on the WSL blog.
by Jennifer Beckstead, Teen Librarian
Natrona County Library
Those of us who work with teens know that
you have to be flexible. We worked closely with
GEAR UP staff to find ways to make the book
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club work best for their students and make it
meaningful. With Thirteen Reasons Why and
Romeo & Juliet, we read the book out loud as a
group at GEAR Up. Reading these aloud helped
those reluctant/struggling/underachieving
readers practice their skills. Our discussions of
these books were more organic and occurred
as teens processed what they were reading
and feeling at that moment in time. Reading
Romeo & Juliet also provided students with the
opportunity to showcase their dramatic reading
skills and have fun tackling an often difficult text.
In terms of GEAR UP students seeing themselves
as readers, we definitely succeeded. Even
those students who didn’t participate in every
discussion or read every book still wanted to
know what the group was going to be reading
next. My personal goal for any book club is to
put a book in a reader’s hand and encourage
them to find books they enjoy. GEAR UP
students now have access to copies of the books
and even if they didn’t read and discuss them
at the time GSC was meeting, many of the teens
were and are reading something now and may go
back to the GSC books later.

Give us a Follow
Get the news as it happens: follow the
Wyoming State Library on our blog,
Facebook, and Twitter.
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and spread the word among educators and
homeschool parents. Shari Haskins, Riverton
Branch Manager, reports that the kits are getting
checked out and there have even been some
holds placed. “People enjoy exploring on their
own time,” Haskins said, “and not everything
needs to be traditionally scheduled.”

CIRCULATING STEM KITS AT FREMONT
COUNTY LIBRARY

Oct. 1-31

Health Literacy Month

Oct. 1-31

American Archives Month

Oct. 29-Nov. 4

International Games Week

Nov. 1-30
Feb. 22, 2018

In the last year and a half, the Fremont County
Library System, along with its Friends and
Foundation, purchased a variety of tech/robotic
educational products to introduce children and
teens to the growing field of Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics (STEAM).
They offered an after school STEAM program,
but were disappointed with participation.
What to do? The library opted for an outreach
approach. They packaged STEM and STEAM
materials into kits available for checkout

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

Picture Book Month
WLA Legislative Reception

Grant Opportunities
TechSoup #Storymakers2017
DEADLINE: October 31, 2017
TechSoup is launching a global digital media
storytelling campaign to increase the skills of
media makers and enthusiasts in the nonprofit
sector. The goal is to educate and inspire
nonprofits to create powerful stories about the
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social benefits of their important work. Five cash
prizes of $2,000 each will be awarded.

income from other sources, such as individual
gifts, foundations, endowments, etc.

Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation
Grant
DEADLINE: November 10, 2017
The Foundation awards grants to support
community-based non-profit organizations.
They will consider requests to support museums,

American Honda Foundation Grant
DEADLINE: February 1, 2018
501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations that have
a program focused on youth and scientific
education are eligible for this grant, which ranges
from $20,000 to $75,000. The Foundation
supports youth education with a specific focus
on the STEM subjects, in addition to the
environment, job training, and literacy.

schools, programs for youth, seniors, and the
handicapped, and other community-based
organizations and their programs. Grants
typically range from $1,000 to $20,000.
Carol McMurry Library Endowment
Grants to Libraries
DEADLINE: December 15, 2017
These grants provide support to Wyoming
librarians and publicly accessible Wyoming
libraries in three areas: education and training,
library resources, and library foundation
development. Two grant deadlines annually;
next deadline December 15, 2017. Contact Brian
Greene, WSL Library Development Manager,
with any questions at brian.greene@wyo.gov or
(307) 777-6339.
Gale Cengage Learning Financial
Development Award
DEADLINE: February 1, 2018
This award of $2,500 and citation is presented
to a library organization in order to recognize
a project that is innovative, creative, and wellorganized. This project must successfully develop
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ALA Scholarships for Master’s Degree
Studies in Librarianship
DEADLINE: March 1, 2018
The American Library Association (ALA) has
more than $300,000 available to students who
are studying in library science or school library
media programs at the master’s degree level.
Scholarships range from $1,500 to $7,000 per
student per year.
Libraries Transforming Communities:
Travel Stipends for Rural Libraries
DEADLINE: March 9, 2018
Public libraries that serve small and/or rural
communities are invited to apply for an $800
travel stipend for one employee to attend a oneday dialogue and deliberation pre-conference
workshop at the 2018 American Library
Association (ALA) Annual Conference in New
Orleans. Attending the pre-conference is free; 25
stipends will be awarded.
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Book Reviews
Pulling Words
By Nicholas Trandahl
North Hampton, New
Hampshire: Winter Goose
Publishing, 2017
Pulling Words is Nicholas
Trandahl’s sixth published
book. Over the years,
I've witnessed Nicholas
delve into various types of
writing genres such as fantasy, literary fiction,
short stories, and poetry as he seeks a creative
outlet for the stories residing in his fingertips.
He has refined his craft and has a definitive
achievement with this newest book of poetry.
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Yellowstone National Park: Through the
Lens of Time
By Bradly J. Boner
University Press of
Colorado, 2017
Bradly J. Boner
embarks on
a memorable
adventure to
re-photograph images taken by William Henry
Jackson on the Yellowstone National Park
Hayden Survey of 1871. Jackson’s photographs
played a large role in getting Congress to
designate Yellowstone as a national park. Boner
faced many dangers and challenges on his
adventure.

Pulling Words is the author’s perception of the
ordinary in everyday life and a reminder to us of
how truly extraordinary it can be when we give
pause to consideration. Trandahl observes in
his poem, “The Forgotten Taste of Mulberries,”
that “All five of our senses don’t attend each
and every poignant meeting of memory…” Time
spent with this compilation of poetry will bring
you ever so much closer to absolute attendance.
Pulling Words can easily be devoured in one
sitting, but don’t ignore your desire to linger.

His color photographs provide a welcome
contrast to Jackson’s original black and white
photographs, providing interesting differences
between then and now. Boner provides notes
from the survey of 1871 alongside his own notes,
giving the reader contrasting perspectives.
In addition, Boner provides some post-survey
Yellowstone history as well as an afterword,
a thorough notes section, and extensive
bibliography. Yellowstone National Park:
Through the Lens of Time would make a great
addition to any collection of Yellowstone, coffee
table, or re-photography books.

Brenda Mahoney-Ayres, Director
Weston County Library System

Thomas Ivie, Research & Statistics Librarian
Wyoming State Library
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