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WYLD System Makes the Move to the Cloud
The first week of December saw big
developments in the Wyoming State Library’s
WYLD office, as it moved the statewide
Integrated Library System (ILS) from locallymanaged servers to a SaaS (Software as a
Service) arrangement where the system is hosted
by SirsiDynix. The migration took place from
December 4-6, with a small amount of disruption
in library services.
“In a nutshell, we’ve managed the servers for
the ILS here in Cheyenne for several decades,”
said Desiree Saunders, WYLD Office Manager.
“What’s happening now is that all those same
services are still available, but the hardware is
maintained by SirsiDynix offsite.”
The SirsiDynix Symphony ILS supports library
management functions such as circulation,
cataloging, serials, and acquisitions. Patrons
can search WYLDCAT online to find materials
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The WYLD Office staff (L to R): Katie Rahman, Marc
Stratton, Bobbi Thorpe, and Desiree Saunders.
anywhere in the state, manage their library
accounts, and view digital content like ebooks.
“We’re very pleased with the way the project
was handled by SirsiDynix,” Desiree said. “We
didn’t detect any kind of data problems with
the transfer. We had a few glitches, which you’d
expect with a project like this, but overall, we’re
happy with the outcome. "
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WSL News
WHY DID WYLD SWITCH TO SAAS?
Discussions and
planning for WYLD’s
transition to
Software as a Service
(SaaS) began two
years ago. SirsiDynix has been moving toward a
SaaS model, and the WSL’s servers were nearing
the end of their useful life, with replacement
estimated at $200,000.
“SirsiDynix has been promoting SaaS to their
customers for more than five years, but we felt
because of WYLD’s size and complexity that
we needed to wait until the technology was
more mature,” WYLD Office Manager Desiree
Saunders said. “The impetus was really the need
to go with SaaS or buy new servers. It just made
more and more sense.”
The switch means that the WYLD Network will
never again have to plan for the purchase of
new servers. WSL staff will also no longer have
the responsibility for maintaining servers with
upgrades, patches, or replacement parts.
Moving to SaaS also gives the WYLD Network
peace of mind where security and network
integrity are concerned and frees up valuable
State Library staff time for other priorities.
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Children at the Heart Mountain Japanese-American
Internment Camp during World War II. Photo from the
Estelle Ishigo collection at the American Heritage Center.

HEART MOUNTAIN INTERNMENT CAMP
FEATURED IN NEW DIGITAL EXHIBIT
During World War II, tens of thousands of
Japanese-American citizens and long-term
residents were removed from their homes on the
West Coast and shipped to internment camps
in the nation’s interior. The Heart Mountain
Relocation Center, located between Powell
and Cody, Wyoming, was one of them. The site
marked its 75th anniversary in 2017. Facilities
were constructed in the summer of 1942, with
the first incarcerees arriving by train in August.
The Wyoming State Library invites you to
explore this piece of the state’s history in our
new online exhibit, “Heart Mountain JapaneseAmerican Internment Camp.” The exhibit begins
with the story of the forced relocation and delves
into the life of the camp—farming, education,
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medical services, and recreation. Of particular
note were those Japanese-Americans who
enlisted or were drafted from the internment
camps and fought in the military.
Materials for the exhibit were taken from
the Heart Mountain Sentinel in Wyoming
Newspapers and from the Estelle Ishigo
Photographs and other digital collections at the
American Heritage Center.
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Recently, he put together the content for the
Heart Mountain Japanese-American Internment
Camp digital exhibit.

WYOMING READS BOOK KITS OUT THE
DOOR AND ON THEIR WAY

IVIE ON NEWSPAPER DIGITIZATION
PANEL AT ALA MIDWINTER
Thomas Ivie, the
Wyoming State
Library’s Research and
Statistics Librarian,
has been selected as a
panelist at a session of
the American Library
Association’s Midwinter
Meeting in Denver
Thomas Ivie
in February. He’ll be
on the Newspaper
Digitization Panel that will be held from 9:1510:30 a.m. on Friday, February 9. The event is
part of the day-long RUSA Genealogy Institute,
sponsored by ProQuest, that will explore diverse
topics in genealogy and genealogy research.
Thomas is the WSL’s coordinator for Wyoming
Newspapers, a digitized collection of local
newspapers dating back to 1849 with more than
340 titles and over 800,000 pages of content.
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The WSL’s Robyn Hinds (L) and Angie Wolff counting,
sorting, and packing to get the books out.
Early this month, the Wyoming State Library
shipped out the Wyoming Reads kits to schools
and libraries across the state. Over the next
couple of months, every first-grade student in
Wyoming will have the opportunity to read these
six titles and decide which one they want to take
home. On May 15, 2018, they’ll get a copy of
their own at the Wyoming Reads celebration.
The State Library supports Wyoming Reads
by placing the book order through the Central
Acquisitions program, which gives the
organization a significant discount. The WSL
also provides helping hands for organizing and
shipping the kits.
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Government
Documents
HOLLY JOLLY HOLIDAY PATENTS
Another holiday season is upon us! The air
is filled with anticipation, merriment, and
celebration. To add to your holiday festivities, the
Wyoming State Library Patent and Trademark
Resource Center has put together some of fun
and interesting seasonal patents. Enjoy!
Patent No. USD477546,
“Cactus Christmas Tree”
Traditional conifer
Christmas tree? Boring!
Here’s a Christmas tree
sure to be a hit with
friends and relatives—the
Cactus Christmas tree,
filed by Kay Lynn Como
in 2002.
Patent No. USD487878,
“Snowman Shaped
Christmas Tree”
Or, here’s a snowman
shaped Christmas tree.
This was patented in 2004
by Robert J. and Judith I.
Ostermann. (A member of
the WSL staff spotted one at
WalMart this year.)
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Tired of waiting around by the mistletoe for that
special someone? Take the Mistletoe with YOU
with Patent No. 4,488, 316 by Ronald J. Mosca
in 1983, “Mistletoe Supported Headband.”
Looking for unique
decorations? Check
out Patent No.
D372,207 “Santa
Claus Figure in a
Tub” and Patent No.
D385,588 “Santa
in a Barrel Blowing
Bubbles,” both
patented by Seymour
Cohen in 1996 and 1997.
For more information on patents, contact the
Wyoming State Library's reference team at
(307) 777-6333 or statelibrary@wyo.gov. Happy
Holidays!
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GO BACK TO THE BEGINNINGS OF
WYOMING WILDLIFE MAGAZINE
Just in time for
the holidays!
The Wyoming
State Library
has digitized and
made available
the first year of
publication of
Wyoming Wildlife
Magazine from 1936. These delightful editions
can be viewed in State Publications, one of
our six Wyoming digital collections. The State
Game and Fish Department of Wyoming began
publication of Wyoming Wildlife in 1936 in
order to “… carry such educational material as
well as inform the public on the workings of
the department; publish constructive articles
on wild life conservation; briefly outline any
of the rules regulations of the department
involving open closed seasons; and generally
to invite the cooperation of the public in the
proper observance of our game and fish laws.”
— Andrew J. Martin, Commissioner, State
Department of Game and Fish (Wyoming
Wildlife, January –March 1936, Vols 1, Nos. 1-3).

Send Your News!
Have news at your library? Send your items
to Susan Mark at susan.mark@wyo.gov.
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Wyoming Library
Association
HELP SET A FEAST FOR THE WLA
LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION
The Wyoming Library
Association legislative
reception will be held on
Thursday, February 22,
2018, at the Wyoming
State Library, 2800 Central Ave. in Cheyenne.
The reception will begin at 5:30, preceded by a
legislative update at 5 p.m. from WLA lobbyists
Mary Lynne Shickich and Susan Stubson.
The WSL Library Development Office is putting
together a set of “short takes” on different but
relevant topics for February 22 and 23. It will be
free and directed at a broad audience of persons
with Wyoming library interests.
One thing that makes WLA’s reception stand
out is its home-cooked food, so we are in need
of your potluck dishes. Appetizers, hot dishes,
sides, salads, and desserts are all welcome. If
you are planning to attend and bring something,
please contact Susan Mark at (307) 777-5915 or
susan.mark@wyo.gov. Please indicate whether
you will need an electrical outlet for hot dishes.
Monetary donations toward the reception are
also welcome.
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Around the State

TOP TEN PICKS OF 2017 FROM ALBANY
COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY STAFF

STAR VALLEY BRANCH LIBRARY GETS
FUTURE READY

Inspired by the
LibraryReads #libfaves17
Twitter campaign, Albany
County Public Library
Staff did a countdown of
their favorites from 2017.
Anything released in 2017
that the library circulates
was eligible, regardless of
format. “This was a fun way to allow all staff
to share their favorites with the community,”
said Megan Richardson, ACPL Adult Services
Librarian, “and it also advertises that everyone
on staff cares about providing quality materials
for them to checkout and enjoy.”

Abbie Lancaster, Young
Adult Services Librarian
at Star Valley Branch
Library, has been
selected as a participant
in the second cohort of
Future Ready with the
Library. Star Valley
is one of 24 libraries
selected nationally.

Abbie Lancaster

In the Future Ready
program, local libraries work with a community
partner, although the Star Valley branch has not
chosen one yet Abbie’s first planned step is to
gain feedback through an easy-to-complete and
thought-provoking survey for teachers, specialneeds aides, church leaders, and interested
community members who spend time with
young teens.
“My hope is to find out what parents, teachers,
community members, and the youth themselves
think is needed for ‘adulting,’” Abbie said. “Not
just one option, not just one skill set, but really
opening the doors for them. And we want the
community to know the library has an intense
focus on the well-being of our new adolescents.”

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

LARAMIE COUNTY LIBRARY PLANS FOR
CERTIFIED WILDLIFE HABITAT
Laramie County Library System has created a
Certified Wildlife Habitat through the National
Wildlife Federation’s Garden for Wildlife
Program. LCLS’s habitat has been co-certified
with NWF’s state affiliate, the Wyoming Wildlife
Federation. The plan is to convert a detention
pond on the library property into a habitat area
using trees, shrubs, and other plants that are
accustomed to periods of drought and standing
water. LCLS is providing the land while the rest
of the project, spearheaded by volunteer Nancy
Loomis, will be supported by grants.
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School Libraries
GETTING STARTED WITH THE NEW
AASL SCHOOL LIBRARY STANDARDS

QUILTS BENEFIT JOHNSON COUNTY
LIBRARY CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
The Johnson County library auctioned a
beautiful quilt collection to raise supplemental
funds for its children’s department.
Charlie Ellis was a long-time library friend and
supporter of reading who passed away in 2014. A
US Navy veteran, Ellis taught special education
in Wyoming for 24 years before his retirement
brought him to Buffalo. He continued to work
with children by volunteering with numerous
organizations around town.
After his death, his estate went to the local
Masonic chapter in Buffalo. They offered the
quilts for a silent auction and specified the
money be used for children, a perfect way to
honor a man who loved serving and educating
children. Many were created in the 1920s and
1930s, with at least one dating back to the 1880s.
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The American Association
of School Librarians (AASL)
unveiled their new school
library standards in November.
This comprehensive set of
standards incorporates the old
standards into a more robust
framework that addresses the
challenges and opportunities that school library
staff face today. The WSL has a few suggestions
for getting started:
•

•
•
•

Watch our archived webinar, “2017
AASL Standards Overview” with Paige
Bredenkamp, WSL School Library
Consultant, and Jennisen Lucas, Wyoming’s
AASL Affiliate and a school librarian
Explore the AASL standards portal.
School Library Journal has compiled a list of
essential resources.
The Wyoming State Library has ordered a
copy of National School Library Standards
for Learners, School Librarians, and School
Libraries, and will make it available for
checkout when it's added to the collection.

Questions? Contact Paige at (307) 777-6331 or
paige.bredenkamp@wyo.gov.
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THREE NEW EDUCATIONAL APPS FROM
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
The Library of Congress, in collaboration with
various educational organizations, has launched
three web- and mobile-based applications
related to Congress and civic participation for
use in K-12 classrooms.

LETTERS ABOUT LITERATURE WRITING
CONTEST DEADLINE NEARING
The postmark deadline for students in grades
4-12 to enter the Letters About Literature
Writing Contest is only a few short weeks away
on January 12, 2018. More information, teaching
resources, and promotional fliers may be found
at library.wyo.gov/letters.
Letters About Literature is a project of the
Center for the Book in the Library of Congress.
Questions may be directed to Susan Mark,
Wyoming State Library publications specialist, at
susan.mark@wyo.gov or (307) 777-5915.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

From stepping behind the camera with
photographers who fought against child labor
to building a timeline that traces African
Americans’ journey towards freedom, students
are able to do all these things and more using
the set of new free educational interactives. Each
project takes a different approach to the subjects,
and each is based on the rich historical primarysource items that the Library makes freely
available at loc.gov.

Academic Libraries
UW’S HERBARIUM PART OF MAJOR
DIGITAL ARCHIVE PROJECT
The University of Wyoming’s Rocky Mountain
Herbarium is a leading partner in a $2.9 million
award from the National Science Foundation
(NSF) to create a comprehensive digital archive
of more than 1.7 million plant specimens
native to the southern Rocky Mountain region.
The University of Colorado-Boulder is the
principal lead for the award, which includes 38

| library.wyo.gov | The Wyoming State Library is a division of the Wyoming Department of Administration & Information.

8

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

universities, botanical gardens, national parks,
and Native American nations.
The Rocky Mountain Herbarium, as the largest
herbarium in the region, will contribute a
significant number of specimens and will assist
smaller institutions in their digitizing and
imaging efforts. Herbarium curator Burrell
“Ernie” Nelson will oversee specimen selection
and imaging at the herbarium. Larry Schmidt, of
the UW Libraries, is project manager for digital
processing and workflow. UW Libraries will be
involved in the project's data management, file
processing, and preservation aspects.

Special Libraries
MEET YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK'S
ARCHIVIST, ANNE L. FOSTER
Excerpted from a post on the ArchivesAWARE!
blog of the Society of American Archivists. An
interview by Rachel Seale, Outreach Archivist
at Iowa State University with Anne L. Foster,
Archivist at Yellowstone National Park.
RS: Tell us about your organization.
AF: The Archives is part of Yellowstone’s
Heritage & Research Center (HRC), which also
houses the Park’s museum collection, herbarium,
and research library. The HRC is part of the
Yellowstone Center for Resources, which is
tasked with managing all those things that make
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Yellowstone so special like the thermal features,
wolves and bears, and the scientific research
that guides management decisions. Most people
think of Yellowstone as the place for geysers and
wildlife—and we are—but the Archives is the
place where we document those special features
and our efforts to preserve them, which to me is
something special.
RS: Describe your collections.
AF: Like many archives in the U.S., we are
both an institutional repository and a collecting
institution. Our institutional records are
government records and we are subject to
federal records laws and guidelines. There
are actually two types of records within the
government collection: resource management
records and administrative/historical records.
Our third category of collection is our donated
or manuscript collections. These materials range
from Park visitors’ photo albums, diaries, and
scrapbooks through the research of scholars
and scientists who donate their data for future
comparative or longevity studies, to records of
businesses who have operated in the Park over
its nearly 150 years. In fact, our Yellowstone
Park Company (YPC) records, the main Park
concessioner for the first 100 years, is our most
accessed collection because it includes payroll
records. The YPC hired hundreds of college kids
every summer and, apparently, that summer
was so memorable that the employees would
spend the rest of their lives talking about their
summer in Yellowstone. Now, we’re getting those
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employees’ kids and grandkids coming in to
find out what Grandma or Grandpa really did in
Yellowstone.

Trustee Corner
ADVOCATE FOR YOUR LIBRARY WITH
YALSA TOOLKIT
Want to be a more effective advocate for your
library? The Young Adult Library Services
Association has created the YALSA Advocacy
Toolkit to help. Although tailored for youth
and school librarians, much of the content is
applicable to any advocacy effort. Whether you
are new to advocacy and need a place to start, or
are a practiced hand wanting to brush up on your
skills, this toolkit can be a valuable resource.

Friends &
Foundations
10 TIPS FOR A GREAT ANNUAL FUND
Excerpted from Library Strategies
One type of fundraising that virtually every
Friends or Library Foundation should be doing
is the Annual Fund, truly the cornerstone of all
fundraising activities. The Annual Fund is a letter
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writing appeal to your members and donors
(individuals; not corporations) requesting a
contribution to your organization. Here are ten
simple tips for a successful appeal:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Include a response card
Personalize the letters
As a board, create a list of likely donors
Show the library’s impact in your appeal
Accept credit cards
Allow online gifts
Use social media
Offer matching gifts
Encourage monthly giving
Time it right so that it’s not in conflict with
your other activities

Donors to the Annual Fund can become major
donors and eventually planned giving donors,
leaving you a gift in their will or estate plan.

People News

Monica Owens recently joined the team at
Albany County Library as the Youth Services
Librarian. She holds an MLIS from the
University of Denver and has worked in libraries
in California and Colorado since 2002.
Aaron Volner, Young Adult Librarian at White
Mountain Library, has published his first book,
Chronicles of the Roc Rider. You can read a
great article about both book and author on
Sweetwater NOW.
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Databases &
Electronic Resources
ARCHIVED WEBINAR: FIND THE
MAGAZINE. FIND THE ARTICLE.
Are you looking for Bicycling or Smithsonian
somewhere in GoWYLD.net? Do you need
the full text of an article from Highlights for
Children? Is there a patron with an abstract
needing to find the magazine? Watch our
archived webinar with Chris Van Burgh, “Find
the Magazine. Find the Article,” on using
Journals A-Z, the ejournal portal.

Youth Services
PRE-K HOME ENVIRONMENT IMPACTS
LATER ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE
Excerpted from Library Research Service
A study published in Applied Developmental
Science measured the connection between
children’s home environments before
kindergarten and academic skills during their
5th grade year. The study found that “early home
learning environments related to children’s
academic skills up to 10 years later across all
subgroups studied—White, Black, Hispanic,
English-speaking, Hispanic Spanish-speaking.”
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Children’s academic skills were measured
using assessments of their vocabulary, literacy
skills, math skills, and cognitive ability. In their
analysis, the researchers controlled for other
characteristics of families, like the mother’s
educational background, gender and firstborn
status of the child in the study, race/ethnicity of
the family, mother’s employment status, and if
there was a father figure living in the home.
Libraries are well-positioned to work with
families in those critical years before their
children enter kindergarten. Libraries
can support positive early home learning
environments by sharing ideas for learning
activities, modeling and supporting positive
caregiver-child interactions, and providing free
learning materials.

YALSA RELEASES TEEN SERVICES
COMPETENCIES
YALSA’s Teen Services
Competencies for Library
Staff is the latest resource
developed to help
graduate schools, library
administrators, and library
staff guarantee that all
teens receive high-quality
service from their public
and school libraries. It sets a foundation for
the education and professional development
of all library staff, and provides guidance for
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determining practitioner skills and knowledge.
It's also meant to provide a framework to enable
those within and outside the field to understand
the unique role library staff can play in helping
teens prepare for college, careers, and life, and to
communicate that role to others.

ALSC GUIDE TO SERVING DIVERSE
COMMUNITIES
The Association for Library Service to Children
(ALSC), a division of the American Library
Association (ALA), has compiled a list of
resources, “Serving Diverse Communities,” to
help librarians support children and families of
diverse backgrounds. This document includes
book and media lists, resources for media
literacy, resources for vulnerable communities,
statements and position papers, online courses
and webinars, organizing guides, and more.

Grant Opportunities
STARnet Discover Exoplanets Traveling
Exhibit
DEADLINE: January 5, 2018
The National Center for Interactive Learning
(NCIL) at the Space Science Institute (SSI)
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is seeking eight library and museum partner
sites to host the inaugural national tour of
the interactive traveling exhibition “Discover
Exoplanets: the Search for Alien Earths.” Public
libraries and small museum partners in rural
areas and those serving rural populations and
underrepresented groups are especially invited
to apply. Travel costs will be covered for two
staff members to attend a two-day orientation
and program planning workshop in Boulder,
Colorado.
Loleta D. Fyan Grant
DEADLINE: January 12, 2018
Up to $5,000 total for one or more projects for
the development and improvement of public
libraries and the services they provide. Projects
must have the potential for broader impact
and application beyond meeting a specific local
need; should be designed to effect changes in
public library services that are innovative and
responsive to the future; and should be capable
of completion within one year.
United for Libraries Friend Conference
Grant
DEADLINE: January 15, 2018
Enables one member of a Friends of the Library
group at a public library to attend the ALA
Annual Conference. The winner will receive a
grant of $850, plus full ALA Annual Conference
registration. The applicant must be a member of
a Friends of the Library group in a public library,
and a first-time attendee of any ALA conference.
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Coretta Scott King Book Awards Donation
Grant
DEADLINE: January 31, 2018
Underfunded libraries, schools, and nontraditional organizations that provide
educational services to children are invited to
apply to receive one of three Coretta Scott King
Book Donation Grants. The grant program
provides books submitted for consideration for
the Coretta Scott King Book Awards.
Bank of the West’s Charitable
Investments Program
DEADLINE: Ongoing
Bank of the West supports nonprofit
organizations dedicated to improving the quality
of life, particularly of low- and moderate-income
individuals and communities. Public nonprofit
organizations in most Wyoming counties are
eligible (check for yours). Grants are awarded
for education and job training as well as for
community and economic development.

Training
LEARN BEST PRACTICES IN USING
LIBRARY DATA AT RIPL
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evaluation. In this immersive event, participants
learn practical, strategic methods of gathering,
analyzing, and using data for planning,
management, and communicating impact. The
event is limited to 110 participants and these
seats fill fast. If you are interested in attending,
please contact Thomas Ivie at the Wyoming State
Library by December 29 at thomas.ivie@wyo.gov
or (307) 777-6330. The fee of $1,200 includes
three nights lodging and most meals. Funding
for Wyoming library workers, trustees, and
volunteers may be available through individual
continuing education grants from the Carol
McMurry Library Endowment.

Jan. 12, 2018
Feb. 9-13
Feb. 22
March 4-10
March 16

The 2018 Research Institute for Public Libraries
(RIPL) will take place July 29 to August 1 at
the Emory Conference Center Hotel in Atlanta,
Georgia. RIPL is for public library leaders and
others interested in public library data and
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March 20-24

Letters About Literature Deadline
ALA Midwinter
WLA Legislative Reception
Teen Tech Week
Freedom of Information Day
PLA Conference

April 1-30

School Library Month

April 8-14

National Library Week
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Book Reviews
Do Not Disturb
By Mary Billiter
Hot Tree Publishing,
2016
Katie Flanagan starts
off as an aimless college
graduate knowing she
needs to do something
as her parents no longer
financially support her.
She is hoping her dream
job is at The Waterfront Point Resort, a luxury
beachfront resort in Orange County. She finds
herself instantly attracted to two very different
guys in the group. Will Bogart help Katie realize
he’s everything she needs? Or will she take a
chance on TJ? While Katie is a part-time file
clerk she learns that the corporate office has
plans to eliminate overtime for the part-time
employees to keep costs down and pad their
year-end bonuses. Katie Flanagan knows this
is not right as many employees, including her,
depend on the overtime pay to cover the costs of
medical care and tuition that are covered for fulltime employees. She finds her voice and pens a
press release that places the hotel, and her, at the
center of national coverage. When the corporate
line is drawn in the sand, will she cross it?
Sue Paddock, Manager
Saratoga Branch Library
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Man Behind the
Wheel
By Steve Rzasa
San Bernardino, CA :
CreateSpace, 2017
In this futuristic
novel, technological
advancements make
2067 America almost
unrecognizable.
Implanted personal
assistant devices and automated highways are
a reality, but for contracted Pursuit Specialist
Rome Jasko manual driving is the most exciting
part of pursuing criminals.
While investigating a case of high-tech road theft,
Rome and his partner Aldo stumble into a web of
greed and deceit. What they discover in this high
speed game of cat-and-mouse is shocking, even
to seasoned professionals. Framed for multiple
offenses, Rome and Aldo soon find themselves
on the run, hunted by the very professionals
they once assisted. Author Steve Rzasa weaves
loyalty, intrigue, deceit, and revenge, and wraps
them in a fast paced, ultramodern setting where
technology is another character rather that a
device. His story crosses multiple genres—spy
thriller, suspense, and science fiction that takes
his readers on a joy-ride. (Pun intended!)
Lisa Scroggins, Director
Natrona County Library
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