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Wyoming, Colorado Resources Now in DPLA
The Wyoming State
Library is proud to
be part of the Plains
to Peaks Collective
(PPC) that has
made Wyoming and
Colorado historical
resources available
online through the
Digital Public Library
of America (dp.la).

the history and heritage of Colorado, Wyoming,
and the American West.
Currently, resources from the American Heritage
Center and the University of Wyoming are
part of this online collection. Included is the
University of Wyoming’s 75-year initiative to
create experimental farms to better serve the
state. WSL resources will be added soon.

The WSL is using
LSTA funds to
support the ability of all Wyoming libraries and
museums to be part of this DPLA Hub

The Plains to Peaks Collective, the ColoradoWyoming Service Hub of the DPLA, brings
together descriptive information about collection
material held by our libraries, archives, and
museums, and makes it freely available to people
around the world.

Many institutions in these two states hold
unique stories of local and national significance.
Together, these items tell the many stories of the
people, places, events, and cultures that shaped

Through the PPC, institutions can now share
unique digital collections with a wider national
audience of avid researchers, genealogists,
students, teachers, and history buffs.
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WSL News

MLIS INTERN JOINS THE STATE LIBRARY
FOR THE SUMMER
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her internship, “I wanted to find a place that I
connected with and an institution that was active
in its library community where I could use my
skills and get a lot of hands-on experience. The
Wyoming State Library checked off all those
boxes and offers me the ability to learn more
about state libraries.”
Debbie is housed in the Information Services
Office and will work on a number of varied
projects this summer. “I hope to learn about the
daily operations of a state library, the digitization
process both on the front end and back end,
and more about library development. I’m also
hoping I can provide some fresh insight on
documentation and user experience projects.”

Debbie Revzin is joining the Wyoming State
Library this summer as an intern. Debbie is a
MLIS student at Simmons College in Boston
with an interest in state libraries. She’ll graduate
in 2019 and currently works for Harvard
University’s Office of Scholarly Communication
acquiring and maintaining published works from
faculty and visiting scholars for Harvard’s open
access repository, DASH.
“Having a new perspective on loan for the
summer is very exciting,” said Jamie Markus,
State Librarian. “We plan to tap into Debbie’s
talent in user experience design to enhance the
Wyoming Places digital collection.”
When she began researching places to complete
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WSL STAFF AT WYLD ANNUAL
Several Wyoming State Library staff members
were at the WYLD Annual meeting in Riverton
this month. More than 80 people attended!
Pictured: Katie Rahman leads a session.
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Around the State
NATRONA COUNTY LIBRARY CREATION
STATION GRAND OPENING

The Natrona County Library held the Grand
Opening of its new Creation Station on June
12 with a ribbon-cutting ceremony open to the
public at large. The Creation Station is a flexible
workspace for individuals and small groups
to share STEAM-related (science, technology,
engineering, art, and mathematics) supplies
and equipment to bring their inventions and
creations to life. Natrona County Library
staff will provide instruction in the space to
support learning, inspire creativity, and nurture
opportunities for the next entrepreneur,
inventor, or artist to emerge. They will also use
the space to enhance and expand the library’s
existing programs for all ages.
Featuring worktables and cutting-edge
equipment and software such as Adobe Creative
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Cloud, Carvey 3D Carving machine, Cricut
Maker, laminator, sewing machine, serger, and
embroidery machine, the Library’s Creation
Station will be a community makerspace, where
people with shared ideas and interests can work
together on a variety of projects. Kids also have
access to STEAM-related toys and equipment
like a Q-Ba Maze, Cubelets, Snap Circuits, Think
and Learn Code-a-Pillar, and LEGOs.
The Creation Station was made possible with
funding from the Natrona County Library
Foundation, Friends of the Natrona County
Library, Kelley Foundation, Wyoming
Community Foundation's McMurry Library
Endowment, Ruth R. Ellbogen Foundation,
Rocky Mountain Power Foundation, and Hooks,
Stitch, and Tea.

LINCOLN COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEM
SEEKS NEW DIRECTOR
The Lincoln County Library System has a
position vacancy for Library Director/Branch
Manager. This full-time salaried position
with benefits, located in Kemmerer, has dual
roles: Branch Manager of the Lincoln County
Library and Director over the library system.
Qualifications: Masters in Library Science and
library experience or Bachelor’s Degree with
at least three to five years library experience
including experience in a supervisory or
managerial role. Salary range is $52,000 –
$56,000, commensurate with experience.

| library.wyo.gov | The Wyoming State Library is a division of the Wyoming Department of Administration & Information.

3

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

VOL. 47 | ISSUE 06 | JUNE 2018

SUBLETTE COUNTY BUSINESSES
SUPPORT SUMMER READING

WYOMING HISTORY: THE VALUE OF
SCHOOL LIBRARIES

Sublette County
Library came up
with a great way
for local businesses
to show how much
they love summer
reading. They’ve
created posters
featuring local
business owners
with their favorite
books. The library
prints two copies
— one to post in the business and one for the
library. It’s a great way to reach out and build
goodwill with the local business community. See
more of the posters on the WSL blog.

While exploring some of the Wyoming State
Government documents available online, we
came across this bit on school libraries on page
26 of the Biennial report of the superintendent
of public instruction for Wyoming 1894/1896,
submitted by Superintendent Estelle Reel.

School Libraries
FINAL INSTALLMENT: IN-DEPTH WITH
THE NEW AASL STANDARDS PART VI
Join Jennisen Lucas, Wyoming School Librarian
and American Association of School Librarians
(AASL) Affiliate for the final installment of her
in-depth tour of the new AASL school library
standards. June’s archived webinar is on the
Shared Foundation, “Engage.” Find the other
installments on our webinars index.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

Today, numerous studies have shown that
quality school libraries, staffed by professional
teacher-librarians, support student achievement.

Want More News?
Get the news as it happens: follow the
Wyoming State Library on our blog,
Facebook, and Twitter.
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STUDENT READING RIGHTS
By Doug Johnson
Excerpted from the Blue Skunk Blog
under a Creative Commons 3.0 license.
ALA’s Library Bill of Rights specifically calls out:
“V. A person’s right to use a library should not
be denied or abridged because of origin, age,
background, or views.”
ALA’s Access to Resources and Services in
the School Library: An Interpretation of the
Library Bill of Rights, reads in part: “Major
barriers between students and resources include
but are not limited to: imposing age, gradelevel, or reading-level restrictions on the use
of resources; limiting the use of interlibrary
loan and access to electronic information;
charging fees for information in specific
formats; requiring permission from parents or
teachers; establishing restricted shelves or closed
collections; and labeling. Policies, procedures,
and rules related to the use of resources and
services support free and open access to
information.”
I would interpret these statements to mean that
3rd graders should not be restricted to books at
a 3rd grade reading level. So while most library
rights address intellectual freedom and access
to opinions, information, and ideas, the rights
extend to reading for pleasure and practice.
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One of my biggest concerns is that students
in schools without assertive librarians who
advocate for these rights will have few or no
opportunities to read for pure enjoyment. In our
efforts to raise reading scores based on arbitrary
goals, students will only read what is chosen
for them without regard to personal interest
and tastes, becoming citizens who can read but
choose not to read. At particular risk are children
who go to schools in low income areas without
libraries and librarians.

June 1-30
July 12
August 1

GLBT Book Month
National Summer Learning Day
Information Power

August 2-3

WLA Conference

Sept. 1-30

Library Card Sign-Up Month

Sept. 23-29
Sept. 26
Oct. 7-13
Oct. 9

Banned Books Week
Banned Websites Awareness Day
Teen Read Week
Wyoming Snapshot Day
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Academic Libraries
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Databases &
Electronic Resources

LCCC LUDDEN LIBRARY UNDERGOING
MAJOR RENOVATION
This month, Laramie County Community College
broke ground for a major renovation of the
Ludden Library. For now, the library is operating
out of the College Community Center until
December 2018, when it will move back into its
upgraded space. The Grand Opening is slated for
January 2019.
While construction is going on, the majority of
the physical collection, study rooms, and quiet
study area will be unavailable. The library will,
however, maintain regular hours and staffing
and offer computers, a small physical collection,
reserve materials, seating, limited study spaces
and individual carrels, increased interlibrary
loan, and an indoor book return.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

FEATURED GOWYLD RESOURCE: JOB &
CAREER ACCELERATOR
This month the WSL is using June to promote
the Job & Career Accelerator from Learning
Express, a resource filled with career articles,
skills assessment tools, resume and letter
builders, sample resumes, and more. Check out
the Job & Career Assistance information page
for more. Scroll down for items intended to
help Wyoming librarians promote it, including
a 16-minute Job & Career Accelerator tutorial
video to watch “At Your Leisure.”
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7 WAYS TO PROMOTE ONLINE
RESOURCES
“How do you persuade kids (and teachers) to use
authoritative online sources and not just ‘Google’
the information they need? How do you teach
your users to see the library as a portal to trusted
sources?” Doug Johnson posed this question
on his Blue Skunk Blog, then offered seven
suggestions for promoting those great resources
(like the ones in GoWYLD.net!) Read his full
post for the scoop.

Events
THE GREAT AMERICAN READ
PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS
Wyoming PBS has created graphics promoting
— and explaining — The Great American Read.
It’s one of the more complex initiatives PBS
has embarked on and they’ve found that many
people have questions. These two double-sided
flyers (co-branded with PBS) may be useful for
libraries to have on hand at their circulation
desks, included in their newsletters, etc., to help
patrons understand what this initiative is all
about. The Great American Read is an eight-part
series that explores and celebrates the power of
reading, told through the prism of America’s 100
best-loved novels. It investigates how and why
writers create their fictional worlds, and how we
as readers are affected by these stories.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY
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Government
Documents
USPTO ISSUES 10 MILLIONTH PATENT
This week, the
United States Patent
and Trademark
Office (USPTO)
issued U.S. patent
number 10 million.
More than just a
number, patent 10
million celebrates
the rich history
and strength of the
American intellectual property system dating
back to the first U.S. patent, signed 228 years
ago by George Washington on July 31, 1790,
and issued to Samuel Hopkins for a process of
making potash, an ingredient used in fertilizer.
For a detailed, interactive timeline highlighting
important moments, notable inventors, changing
patent designs, and other interesting facts
over more than two centuries of innovation in
America, visit the USPTO's online exhibit.
A patent for an invention grants the inventor
“the right to exclude others from making, using,
offering for sale, or selling” the invention in the
United States or “importing” the invention into
the United States. Each patent represents trial
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and error, determination, and the persistence
that one inventor or a team of inventors have
invested into bringing an idea to fruition. Ten
million patents worth of innovation represents
trillions of dollars added to the global economy.
Have patent questions? Visit the Wyoming State
Library’s Patent and Trademark Resource Center
to learn more.

People News
Karen Madigan has left Goshen County
Library after over two years working there to
return to Cheyenne to be with her family. Karen
has been a librarian most of her life and has
also worked at Albany County Public Library,
Sweetwater County Library System, and Jessup
Elementary.
Megan Cockett is joining Goshen County
Library for a summer internship. Megan
graduated high school in May. She plans to
major in English when she heads off to college
and wants to go on to earn her MLS.

What's Up?
If you have great happenings at your
library, we'd like to know! Send news to
Susan Mark at susan.mark@wyo.gov.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY
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Wyoming Library
Association
JOIN THE FUN AT ‘WHAT THE TECH’
The ever popular “What the Tech is That?”
session is on the schedule for the Aug. 2-3
Wyoming Library Association conference in
Casper. You can help make it a great time for all,
especially yourself, by taking the stage as one
of the session contributors. “What the Tech?”
is a rapid-fire tour of websites and tech tools.
Contributors can have fun exploring new gadgets
and gizmos, choosing and preparing a handful of
topics, and trying to share each one in the 90 (or
so) seconds before the bell signals the end of the
round. Contact Thomas Ivie at thomas.ivie@wyo.
gov or (307) 777-6330 for more details.

WYOMING LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CALL
FOR BOARD NOMINEES
The Wyoming Library Association is seeking
nominations for Vice President/PresidentElect and American Library Association
Representative to be elected at its conference
August 2-3, 2018. You may self-nominate or
suggest names. Questions? Contact Susan Mark
at susan.mark@wyo.gov or (307) 777-5915. To
learn more about the requirements for each
position, see the WLA bylaws and WLA 2013
handbook. Deadline for nominations is June 28.
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Youth Services
THE INCREDIBLES USE SUPERPOWERS
FOR LIBRARY CARD SIGN-UP MONTH
The Incredibles
are joining the
American Library
Association (ALA)
and libraries
nationwide to
encourage the
public to obtain
a free library
card as Honorary
Chairs of Library
Card Sign-up
Month this September. The Incredibles will use
their superpowers to remind families, students
and people of all ages that signing up for a library
card is a great step toward a truly super lifestyle.

BOYS WILL READ “GIRL BOOKS”
By Serina Aagard
Library Shelver, Natrona County Library
Excerpted from the library blog
There seems to be a strange assumption that
books aimed at boys are for everyone, but
books aimed at girls are only for girls. Girls are
encouraged to read everything, but boys are
often shamed for reading “girly” books. This
leaves boys with far fewer reading options when
they are already at risk of reading less.

Providing free access to books, e-books,
databases, homework help, study spaces, STEAM
(science, technology, engineering, arts and math)
programs, and more, a Wyoming public library
card is one of the most cost-effective back-toschool supplies available.

Children’s literature is more diverse than ever
before, and kids have tons of opportunities to
read books from all different points of view.
However boys are still limited by invisible and
arbitrary rules enforced by parents and peers.

Library Card Sign-up Month is a time to
highlight the supportive role libraries and
librarians play in transforming lives and
communities through education.

Boys are often chastised for taking an interest
in anything deemed too feminine while girls are
not nearly as often held to the same standards.
Despite intentions, this sends a message that

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY
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“boy” things are the norm and “girl” things are
“other” or possibly even inferior.

PUBLIC INNOVATORS LAB FOR
LIBRARIES TO BE HELD OCTOBER 9-11

That message doesn’t have to be sent. Children
should be able, and encouraged, to explore
new worlds. Librarians can help by giving
book recommendations targeting a child’s
interests and by hosting book clubs that cater
to a wide audience and cover a large range of
topics. Parents can encourage reading and
enjoy books of all creeds together with their
children. Teachers can garner enthusiasm and
understanding for underrepresented characters
in writing.

The American Library Association (ALA) and
The Harwood Institute for Public Innovation
announce a three-day training opportunity to
help libraries strengthen their role as agents of
positive change in their communities. The Public
Innovators Lab for Libraries will be held Oct. 9
to 11, 2018, in St. Louis, Missouri. Librarians,
community partners, and stakeholders in
libraries of all types — public, academic, school,
and special libraries — are invited to attend.

People can stop categorizing whether books are
for boys or girls and just let kids read. Reading is
for everyone. Books don’t have a gender.

Training
FREE ONLINE TEEN SERVICES CLASS
FROM COLORADO STATE LIBRARY
The Colorado State Library has unveiled a free,
self-directed online course for working with
teens in your library: A Teen Walks into the
Library. In the module, learners will gain a
beginning-level understanding of working with
teens in the library setting, so it’s great for any
staff members that work with teens. Find this
and other self-paced courses in their Library
Learning and Creation Center.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

Participants must register online by Friday,
Sept. 28. The cost is $995 per person, and team
participation is encouraged.

LEARN SOMETHING NEW WITH JUNE'S
FEATURED “AT YOUR LEISURE” VIDEOS
We know your schedule’s busy, so each month,
in addition to the live webinars on our training
calendar, we like to highlight continuing
education videos that you may access at any
time. This month’s featured offerings:
•

•
•

The Opioid Epidemic and Libraries—
Challenges, Resources, and More (American
Libraries)
12 Keys to Successful Digital Content
Promotion (American Libraries)
Social Media Analytics: What to Measure and
Why (Techsoup for Libraries)
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New Books at WSL
The latest addition to our professional
library science collection is available to you
through WYLDCAT. Questions, comments, or
suggestions for purchase may be directed to
Library Development Manager Brian Greene at
brian.greene@wyo.gov or (307) 777-6339.
Meaningful metrics:
a 21st century
librarian’s guide
to bibliometrics,
altmetrics, and
research impact
Roemer, Robin Chin
Chicago : Association of
College and Research
Libraries, A division of
the American Library
Association, 2015.
This book is also freely available online.

Grants & Awards
NOMINEES SOUGHT FOR LEADERS IN
LITERACY AWARD
First Lady Carol Mead and the University
of Wyoming Literacy Research Center and
Clinic (LRCC) are seeking applications for the

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

VOL. 47 | ISSUE 06 | JUNE 2018

third annual Wyoming First Lady’s Leaders
in Literacy Award. Any Wyoming resident,
organization, business, or community may be a
Wyoming First Lady’s Leader in Literacy Award
nominee. Accomplishments that are noted
should reflect substantial contributions made
in Wyoming that exemplify a commitment to
the literacy development of Wyoming residents.
Nominations accepted through October 1, 2018.

GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
Great Stories Club
DEADLINE: July 9, 2018
Working with small groups of teens, 150 libraries
will host reading and discussion programs for up
to four thematically related books — chosen by
librarians and scholars to resonate with reluctant
readers struggling with complex issues like
academic probation, detention, incarceration,
violence, and poverty. Grantees will receive 11
copies of each of the selected titles, travel and
accommodation expenses paid for one library
staff member to attend a project orientation
workshop in Chicago, and additional training,
resources, and support
W.K. Kellogg Foundation Grant
DEADLINE: Ongoing
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation supports new and
innovative ideas that help ensure all children,
families, and communities have opportunities
to reach their full potential. This includes highquality early childhood experiences that allow

| library.wyo.gov | The Wyoming State Library is a division of the Wyoming Department of Administration & Information.

11

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

children to thrive, efforts to help families obtain
and keep stable jobs, and encouraging groups to
engage with each other to create a vibrant and
equitable community.
Wish You Well Foundation
DEADLINE: Ongoing
Supporting adult and family literacy in the
United States by fostering and promoting the
development and expansion of new and existing
literacy and educational programs.

News in Brief
Selection & Reconsideration Policy
Toolkit
Every library should have a policy guiding
the selection, deselection or weeding, and
reconsideration of library resources. This
toolkit from the American Library Association
(ALA) has sample policies to guide you through
updating or creating these policies. It includes
an appendix with core intellectual freedom
documents and additional resources.
IMLS Releases FY16 Public Library
Statistics
The Institute of Museum and Library Services
has released the latest data from its 2016
Public Libraries Survey. The Public Libraries
Survey examines key indicators of public
library use, finances, staffing, and resources.
Data are collected from approximately 9,000
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public library systems with over 17,000 main
libraries, library branches, and bookmobiles
in the 50 states, the District of Columbia, and
U.S. territories. For Wyoming statistics, see our
statistics page, or contact Thomas Ivie, WSL
Research & Statistics Librarian, at thomas.ivie@
wyo.gov or (307) 777-6330.
Host a Community Screening of NOVA’s
Decoding the Weather Machine
On April 18, NOVA aired its newest climate
change documentary, Decoding the Weather
Machine, and you can bring a screening to your
library. NOVA will provide local partners with a
free DVD of Decoding the Weather Machine and
a screening guide for planning the event. It will
include more information about climate science,
as well as sample discussion questions and panel
formats to inspire community conversations.
Contact Outreach Coordinator Gina Varamo with
any questions at gina_varamo@wgbh.org.
The 5 Early Literacy Practices: PLAY
From Pamela Mejia de Rodriguez at Colorado
Virtual Library: “It is through play that children
learn to interact in their environment, discover
their interests, and acquire speech, language,
new vocabulary, and cognitive, motor, and
social-emotional skills (American Academy of
Pediatrics, 2007) – so we can say that play is not
just a game. Play is a learning process!” Learn
more in Pamela's full post, one in a series about
the five literacy practices of sing, play, read, talk,
and write.
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Book Reviews
Rudy Mudra: Master
Saddlemaker
By Kathy Muller Ogle
Cheyenne, Wyoming:
Coyote Publishing, 2017
Rudy Mudra is well
known among northeast
Wyoming riders as well as
other leatherworkers. This
book chronicles his life starting with his parents
who were Bohemian immigrants and his father
was a harness and saddlemaker. Rudy started
learning leatherwork as a child. As he grew up,
he lived in Nebraska then moved to Montana
then to Wyoming following the saddle work. He
worked with saddleries such Miles City Saddlery,
Otto F. Ernst Inc. Saddlery, and others. The book
details the economic and transportation changes
during this time as well as the changes to western
saddle making during his life. The book is well
researched with great pictures. It includes a
history of who bought saddles made by Rudy,
and other interesting details that helped me
understand what life was like for the Mudras
during this time period. Anyone interested in
local saddle making will find some interesting
information in this book.
Krisene Watson,
Administrative Services Manager
Campbell County Public Library - Gillette
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Along the Sylvan Trail
Julianne Couch
Jackson Hole : Sastrugi
Press, [2017]
Along the Sylvan Trail
is a journey. Not only
do we get beautiful
descriptions of the trail
itself but of a multitude
of characters that pass upon it. Julianne Couch’s
character building is absolutely insightful. The
relationships of the characters with each other
and with nature is authentic and relatable. We
get a glimpse of each character’s journey and the
thoughts and emotions that led them to certain
decisions.
Like the trail, all these characters interconnect in
some way but we get to learn their stories as if we
were looking out on the landscape, sometimes
looking at the most recent piece of geology,
but often looking back across time. Couch does
a great job weaving all these intriguing tales
into a book that leaves you wanting, more than
anything, to go and explore the natural beauty of
the West. As a newcomer to the West, I greatly
enjoyed her vivid landscape descriptions. This
story is a journey worth taking and I highly
recommend immersing yourself in this book.
Glory Taylor, Library Specialist
Emmett D. Chisum Special Collections,
University of Wyoming Libraries
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