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UW Libraries to Digitize Stereograph Images
University of Wyoming Libraries recently
received a grant from the Wyoming State
Historical Records Advisory Board (SHRAB) to
digitize stereograph images of Wyoming. The
stereographs provide a visual historical record
of different locations around the state, including
Yellowstone National Park. The stereographs
that will be digitized come from the collections
of the Laramie Plains Museum and the UW
Libraries’ Emmett D. Chisum Special Collections.
Popular in the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
stereographs communicated images of unique
structures, places, and cultures. When viewed
through a stereoscope, their three-dimensional
imagery provided a glimpse of hard-to-reach
destinations and cultural landmarks.
The images demonstrate the rise of “roughing it”
and experiencing nature as a relaxing vacation.
These stereographs allowed even those who
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This is a scanned 1904 stereograph image of New
Canyon Road and Virginia Cascade, located in
Yellowstone National Park. (H.C. White Co.)
could not visit places like Yellowstone National
Park to experience them in a realistic way.
After they are digitized, the stereograph images
will be freely available via the UW Libraries
website. The planned next phase of the
digitization project will involve a partnership
with UW’s Shell 3-D Visualization Center to
create an augmented reality experience built on
the collection.
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WSL News
GRANT BRINGS TECHNOLOGY TRAINING
TO RURAL SCHOOL LIBRARIANS
The Wyoming State Library (WSL) and two other
state libraries have partnered with Technology
and Innovation in Education (TIE) of Rapid City,
South Dakota, to bring continuing education
and training to school librarians in rural areas.
School librarians in Wyoming, South Dakota,
and North Dakota are eligible to apply for a
three-year professional development cohort
program designed to enhance their skills in the
digital world.
This program, coordinated by TIE, is free to
librarians, thanks in part to a Laura Bush 21st
Century Librarian Program Grant through
the Institute of Museum and Library Services
(IMLS). Thirteen school librarians from each
of the three states will participate in the cohort.
Through face-to-face and virtual learning,
selected librarians will gain expertise in utilizing
Open Educational Resources (OER) and will be
prepared to serve as instructional leaders in their
schools.
“The school librarian is the key to making the
library a hub for learning across the entire
curriculum,” said Jamie Markus, Wyoming
State Librarian. “Developing their skills and
knowledge through this program will better
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help them promote student achievement.” More
information is available from Paige Bredenkamp,
WSL School Library Consultant, at paige.
bredenkamp@wyo.gov or (307) 777-6331, or
from Julie Erickson at TIE in South Dakota,
jerickson@tie.net.

WSL TO REPRESENT WYOMING AT
NATIONAL BOOK FESTIVAL
The 2018 National
Book Festival
will take place in
Washington, D.C., on
Saturday, September
1. Two Wyoming
State Library staffers
— Chris Van Burgh,
Database Instruction
Librarian, and Cary
Dunlap, Marketing
Manager — will
represent Wyoming
at its booth in the
festival’s Pavilion of the States.
Is it True?, a collection of humorous poems by
Wyoming Poet Laureate Eugene Gagliano and
illustrated by Sarah Bradstreet, will be featured
at the festival as Wyoming’s contribution to the
“Discover Great Places Through Reading” list of
books representing the literary heritage of the
50 states, the District of Columbia and the U.S.
Virgin Islands.
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Around the State
SUBLETTE COUNTY STATUE
DEDICATION HONORS DAPHNE PLATTS
Weston County Library, Snapshot Day 2017

WYOMING SNAPSHOT DAY LESS THAN
TWO MONTHS AWAY
Wyoming Snapshot Day is less than two months
away on October 9, 2018. We have 26 libraries of
all types signed up already, and we’d love to add
yours to the list. On Snapshot Day we collect and
share the photos, videos, and stories that tell the
story of your library's value every day of the year.
Participation is simple — take photos, collect
comments, and/or shoot video showing life in
your library and send it to Susan Mark at the
Wyoming State Library. If your library’s policies
do not allow photos of patrons or students, staff
and library pictures are welcome, and the date
can be flexible. You can do as little or as much as
you’d like. Interested? Contact Susan at susan.
mark@wyo.gov or (307) 777-5915 to sign up or
with any questions.

What's Up?
If you have great happenings at your
library, we'd like to know! Send news to
Susan Mark at susan.mark@wyo.gov.
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On July 12, 2018,
the statue, Journeys
of Imagination,
by Gary Lee Price
of Provo, Utah
was dedicated
in memory of
Daphne Davis
Platts, Sublette
County Library
Director, who died
in January of 2017.
Sukey Hohl, current
director, spoke a
few words and led
the 60 people present in a toast to Daphne.
The statue depicts a young girl in overalls and
a superhero cape on a paper airplane with a
book in her back pocket. The statue perfectly
represents how books and the imagination can
empower young people to reach out for the
best life has to offer. It is a perfect memorial for
Daphne Platts who cared deeply about the rights
of women and the power of literature. Daphne
was director for 27 years and she was responsible
for the log library being built in 1998 and then
the rammed earth addition, built in 2009.

| library.wyo.gov | The Wyoming State Library is a division of the Wyoming Department of Administration & Information.

3

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

VOL. 47 | ISSUE 08 | AUGUST 2018

the petroleum industry, and children’s books.
The cases carrying the books were made by
the Midwest Oil Company’s field construction
department.
The chief clerks of the seven camps were in
charge of the libraries, and after two months,
the boxes were sent to the next camp so that
everyone would have a chance to check out the
different volumes.
Read more of the library’s history.

HOW THE EDGERTON BRANCH LIBRARY
GOT ITS START
Ever wonder how that small library began? The
Natrona County Library offered some historical
tidbits on their Mark J. Davis Memorial Library
in Edgerton.
While the Edgerton branch opened in 1971,
its beginnings go all the way back to an article
from the January 1921 Midwest Review titled,
“Midwest Traveling Libraries.”
In December of 1920, seven traveling libraries
set out on their first journey through the seven
camps of the Salt Creek Oilfield Community:
Salt Creek Home Camp, Salt Creek Gas Plant,
Teapot Station, Big Muddy, Osage, Elk Basin,
and Grass Creek. Each library had a collection
of about 50 books in various genres including
fiction, biographies, history, travel, geology,
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Sept. 1-30
Sept. 23-29
Sept. 26

Library Card Sign-Up Month
Banned Books Week
Banned Websites Awareness Day

Oct. 1-30

Health Literacy Month

Oct. 7-13

Teen Read Week

Oct. 9
Oct. 21-27

Wyoming Snapshot Day
National Friends of Libraries Week

Nov. 1-30

Picture Book Month

Nov. 4-10

International Games Week

Feb. 7, 2019

WLA Legislative Reception
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a national grant program that supports reading
and discussion programs for underserved teens.
Created in 2006, the Great Stories Club engages
young adults with accessible, thought-provoking
literature; facilitates humanities-based
discussion with peers; and encourages library
outreach partnerships with alternative schools,
juvenile detention facilities and a variety of other
youth-focused community organizations.

FROM INFORMATION POWER: ALIGNING
THE STANDARDS
From Information Power, we have the “Aligning
the Standards” presentation to share. This
session was presented by Janet Boss, Stefanie
Hunt, and Julia Tyser from Albany County
School District 1. Be sure to check out the many
links to additional resources in the slides.

TWO WYOMING LIBRARIES SELECTED
FOR GREAT STORIES CLUB
The American Library
Association (ALA) has
announced that Whiting
High School in Laramie
and Guernsey-Sunrise
Schools in Guernsey are
two of the100 libraries
selected to take part in
the Great Stories Club,
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The 2018-19 themes for the Great Stories Club
are “Empathy: The Cost of Switching Sides” and
“What Makes a Hero? Self, Society and Rising to
the Occasion.”
Working with small groups of approximately
10 teens, participating library professionals will
discuss stories from one or both themes.

REGISTER NOW FOR FALL LITERACY
CONFERENCE AT UW
Sign up now to attend the Fall Literacy
Conference on September 21-22 at the University
of Wyoming in Laramie. This year’s focus is
“Multimodal Literacies in P-16 Classrooms.”
UW’s Literacy Research Center and Clinic
hosts this conference to expose teachers from
Wyoming and beyond to the latest research and
best practices in literacy education. Registration
is required and attendance is capped at 180
persons. Attendees must pay a non-refundable
$35 fee and register by September 14, 2018.
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NEW GUIDE ADDRESSES CENSORSHIP
AND LGBTQ+ MATERIALS
The American Association of School Librarians
(AASL) has released a new guide to support
school librarians addressing challenges related
to censorship and patron privacy issues,
particularly with LGBTQ+ materials. “Defending
Intellectual Freedom: LGBTQ+ Materials in
School Libraries” contains resources, links, and
activities scaffolded by the newly released AASL
“National School Library Standards.”

Trustee Corner

LIBRARY JOURNAL INSTITUTE ANSWERS
YOUR DESIGN QUESTIONS
The latest Library Journal Design Institute, a
one-day, hands-on, small group event on library
design, will be held September 21 at Minneapolis
Central Library and hosted by LJ and Hennepin
County Library Director Lois Langer Thompson.
Registration is open only to librarians, library
board or foundation members, and the library’s
city planners/officials. The day features breakout
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sessions that spur imagination and ideas; a mix
of panels on designing for changing collections,
staff roles, and new services; and speed sessions
where you can can get answers to your own
questions from architects and vendors.
The Wyoming State Library has a limited
number of free registration codes available.
Contact Susan Mark at susan.mark@wyo.gov or
(307) 777-5915 if you would like one. Otherwise,
Wyoming attendees can register at a special rate
of $114. (The full rate is $163 ) Use promotion
code MN30 to unlock this rate when registering.

SUBMIT A TRUSTEES, FOUNDATIONS ,
OR FRIENDS PROGRAM FOR ALA
Here’s an opportunity to share your knowledge
at a national conference. United for Libraries
is encouraging submissions of programs for
trustees, foundations, and friends groups for
the next American Library Association Annual
Conference, June 20-25, 2019, in Washington,
D.C. Submit your proposal by the deadline of
August 31, 2018. Questions may be directed to
united@ala.org.

Want More News?
Get the news as it happens: follow the
Wyoming State Library on our blog,
Facebook, and Twitter.
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accessing multiple resources in a single place.
View the resource page, watch our 17-minute
video tour, and visit Britannica School to help
students prepare for a successful school year.

People News
Wyoming State Library Legislative Librarian
Travis Pollok was selected as Employee of the
Quarter by the Department of Administration
and Information. The Wyoming State Library is a
division of the Department of A&I.
Michelle Green, from Oklahoma, is the new
Learning and Engagement Librarian at the
University of Wyoming’s Coe Library. She is
focused on the information literacy of firstyear learners, as well as advocacy for LGBTQ+
communities. She came to UW from the
University of New Mexico’s Health Sciences
Library.

FEATURED GOWYLD RESOURCE:
BRITANNICA SCHOOL
This month we’re focused on the end-of-summer
ritual that is “Back to School.” With Britannica
School in GoWYLD.net, students of all ages can
explore articles about famous people and places;
get homework help in various subjects; discover
maps, photos, and illustrations for school
assignments; and complete research projects by
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Samantha Cook has joined UW as the
Instructional Design Librarian. Sammy’s
undergraduate is in history from the University
of Wyoming, and she is thrilled to be back in her
home state after getting her master’s degree from
the University of Texas at Austin. Her research
focuses on the disabled in libraries and archives,
and western history.
Kristina Clement has joined the UW
Libraries as the Faculty Librarian for Student
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Success. Kristina recently finished her Master
of Information Science at the University of
Tennessee Knoxville (UTK). Kristina has a strong
interest in library assessment, user experience,
and strategic storytelling using assessment data.
Lillianna Cervantes Joined the Technical
Services Department in Coe Library in March
as a Library Assistant, Senior. Lillianna is a
Wyoming native from Powell. She attended
Northwest College and worked in Hinckley
Library for a year before transferring to UW.
Janet Woods was named the UW Staff
Employee of the Second quarter. Janet is
supervisor of library services in Technical
Services, a position she has held for 35 years.
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library meeting rooms sparked a heated debate
on Twitter and elsewhere. The ALA’s Office of
Intellectual Freedom (OIF) issued a response
to the backlash clarifying the reasons for the
interpretation. The ALA Council rescinded the
updates on August 16.

Government
Documents
HISTORICAL UTILITY PATENTS FOR

Sandy Hight is the newest librarian to join
Goshen County Library.

Intellectual Freedom
HATE GROUPS IN THE LIBRARY?
At ALA’s Annual Conference in New Orleans,
the ALA Council adopted three Library Bill of
Rights interpretation revisions — proposed
by the Intellectual Freedom Committee
(IFC) — that covered meeting rooms, libraryinitiated programs, and services to people with
disabilities. The inclusion of “hate groups”
among those who should have equal access to

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

RG 241: Utility Patent Drawings. Patent No. 717,119.
Hammock, 1902.

SUNNY SUMMER FUN
Over on The Unwritten Record, a blog from
the National Archives, they’ve gathered a
fun selection of summertime utility patents:
“Summertime seems to have been created to
be three months of time to play, rest, relax,
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and, in general, do the things that make us
happy. In the years between 1898 and 1908,
inventors were very creative in their efforts to
make summertime spectacular, interesting,
and somewhat bizarre! ” From camping gear to
ceiling fans to roller coasters, check out the fun
patents they’ve collected.

in Buffalo. Collectively, Wyoming public
libraries have raised just over $9 million and
received nearly $18 million in state match and
incentive funds through this program. This
money has gone into endowments to support
local libraries now and into the future. See the
totals as of July 26.

If you have patent questions, please know that
the Wyoming State Library is ready to help with
our Patent & Trademark Resource Center.

Wyoming Library
Association

MORE COURT OPINIONS ON GOVINFO
GPO and the Administrative Office of the United
States Courts (AOUSC) have made available five
new courts’ opinions in the U.S. Courts collection
on govinfo. This effort began as a pilot project in
2011 to provide public access to opinions from
selected United States appellate, district, and
bankruptcy courts. Opinions from 118 courts are
now available in govinfo to search, browse, and
download.

Library Foundations
WYOMING LIBRARIES ENDOWMENT
CHALLENGE UPDATE
The latest Wyoming Libraries Endowment
Challenge numbers are in; 20 of the 23 county
library systems have reached their fundraising
goals. The latest one is Johnson County Library

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

JANET THARP NAMED WLA
OUTSTANDING LIBRARIAN
Janet Tharp,
Youth Services
Coordinator for
Campbell County
Public Library
System, has been
honored by the
Wyoming Library
Association with
its Outstanding
Librarian Award
for 2018. This
award is meant
to, above all,
recognize and
especially honor the significant and outstanding
accomplishments set forth by a library employee
in the past year, such as service to library
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patrons, and the library community that this
individual is a part of. It is also meant to reflect
the goals of WLA and the library professional, as
a whole.

WLA ELECTS TWO TO BOARD
At its 2018 conference, the Wyoming Library
Association announced that Abby Beaver was
elected as its new Vice President/PresidentElect. Abby is the Information Services Manager
at the Wyoming State Library. As Vice President,
she will chair the program planning committee
for the 2019 WLA conference and assume the
presidency for 2019-2020.
Janice Grover-Roosa was elected ALA Councilor.
She will serve as WLA’s representative to the
American Library Association and also as
Intellectual Freedom Advisor. Janice is Director
of the Western Wyoming Community College
Hay Library.

Training
PRESENTATIONS FROM THE WLA
CONFERENCE ONLINE
The conference featured many fun and
informative sessions, and some are now available
online. So if you missed these two or want
another look at the slides and links, here’s where
to find them:
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Beyond Fake News: methods to teach
students of any age how to evaluate information
sources, from a rogue tweet to a scholarly book.
Also included: resources for curriculum creation
and media fact checking.
What the Tech: a whirlind tour of websites,
apps, and gadtets on social media, genealogy, fair
use, language learning, DIY toys, and more.

ONLINE TRAINING ‘AT YOUR LEISURE’
At Your Leisure offerings we’re featuring in
August. Tune in from your desktop any time to
learn something new:
•
•

•

Coaching People to Be Like You? Here’s Why
That’s a Big Mistake (Training Industry)
For Director’s Ears Only: 10 Secret Tips
To Support Youth Services (University of
Wisconsin-Madison)
Budget-Neutral Digital Projects for Small
Institutions (University of WisconsinMadison)

DELIVERING QUALITY INFORMATION TO
PATRONS WITH MENTAL ILLNESS
California State Library is continuing their
Mental Health Initiative by collaborating with
the Los Angeles Public Library and the Los
Angeles County Library in creating a YouTube
channel called “California Library Services,” with
videos to help improve libraries on delivering
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quality information to patrons who may have a
mental illness. The videos focus on transforming
library practices in providing resources to their
community members.

Youth Services
NATRONA COUNTY YA LIBRARIAN
AWARDED NORA VAN BURGH GRANT
Jennifer Beckstead,
Natrona County
Library Teen Librarian,
was awarded the
Wyoming Library
Association’s Nora Van
Burgh Development
Grant to attend the
2018 Young Adult
Library Services
Association (YALSA)
Symposium in Salt Lake City. There, she will
learn about all aspects of teen librarianship.
Jenn can’t wait to be reenergized by all she’ll
learn and experience at the Young Adult Services
Symposium, not to mention the numerous
opportunities she’ll have for growth and
innovation.
She also looks forward to exploring new avenues
for programming and partnerships. The 2018
YALSA Symposium theme is “Zeroing in:
Focusing on Teen Needs.”
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WLA PRESENTATION: SUPPORTING
YOUTH SERVICES IN LIBRARIES
Did you miss Paige Bredenkamp’s Wyoming
Library Association conference session on
“Supporting Youth Services in Libraries”?
the session materials are now online. Paige is
The Wyoming State Library’s School Library
Consultant and is available for your questions at
paige.bredenkamp@wyo.gov or (307) 777-6331.

NEW GRAPHIC NOVEL COLLECTION
DEVELOPMENT GUIDE
The Comic Books Legal Defense Fund (CBLDF)
has released Comics — Start Here! This free
download for librarians provides an introduction
to developing a graphic novel collection,
including brand new research on cataloging
graphic novels.

Awards and Grants
I Love My Librarian Award
DEADLINE: October 1, 2018
Encourages library users to recognize the
accomplishments of exceptional public, school,
college, community college, or university
librarians. Each year 10 librarians are selected.
Each librarian receives a $5,000 cash award, a
plaque, and a travel stipend to attend the awards
ceremony and reception in New York City,
hosted by Carnegie Corporation of New York.
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11

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

Library Journal Librarian of the Year
DEADLINE: October 1, 2018
The LJ editors are seeking nominations for the
31st annual Library Journal Librarian of the
Year Award to honor a professional librarian for
outstanding achievement and accomplishments
reflecting the loftiest service goals of the library
profession. Any working professional librarian in
any type of library anywhere in North America is
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Events
SIGN UP TO HOST THE ‘ALL OF US’
HEALTH RESEARCH JOURNEY

eligible. “Professional” means holding a master’s
degree in library or information science or a
position designated “professional.”
Foundation for Rural Service Grant
Program
DEADLINE: September 15, 2018
The Foundation for Rural Service provides
annual grants for communities served by NTCA
members to support local efforts to build and
sustain a high quality of life in rural America.
Grants will be concentrated in four major areas:
business development, community development,
education, and telecommunications. Grants can
range from $250 to $5,000.

The All of Us Journey, a National Institutes of
Health project, is looking for organizations that
are interested in hosting it as well as volunteers
willing to assist. The Journey can make visits to
events and venues within 2-3 hours of Cheyenne
between September 24 and October 7.

Lowe’s Toolbox for Education Grants
DEADLINE: September 28, 2018
Lowe’s Toolbox for Education grants fund
improvements at public schools throughout the
United States. Projects should fall into one of the
following categories: technology updates, tools
for STEM programs, or facility renovations and
safety improvements. Grant requests can range
from $2,000 to $100,000.

The All of Us Journey is a hands-on experience
to build awareness and excitement about the
All of Us Research Program, which aims to sign
up a million or more people to provide their
health information to improve diversity in health
research. This traveling exhibit actively engages
community members to join this landmark
research project that will accelerate research and
improve health. If your library or organization

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY
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is interested in hosting the Journey or would like
to exhibit at an already-scheduled Journey event,
contact George Strawley at george.strawley@
utah.edu or (801) 581-5242.
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Services, provides a snapshot of public library
use, financial health, staffing, and resources in
FY 2015. IMLS also released state profile reports
for all 50 states and District of Columbia.
From the report:
•

•

IT’S ALMOST TIME FOR LIBRARY CARD
SIGN-UP MONTH
September’s coming up fast, and in case you
missed it — Disney Pixar’s the Incredibles
are Honorary Chairs of Library Card Signup Month. There are lots of super graphics
and other promotional materials available
for download to help spread the word in your
local community about the powers of a library
card. Throughout September, be sure to follow
#LibraryCardSignup on social media for fun
activities and contests.

National News
PEOPLE VISITED PUBLIC LIBRARIES
MORE THAN A BILLION TIMES IN 2015
The Public Libraries Survey report, recently
released by the Institute of Museum and Library
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•

Nearly 311 million Americans lived within
a public library service area in 2015, an
increase from 306 million in 2014.
In 2015, there were 1.39 billion visits to
public libraries, or 4.48 visits per person.
Public libraries offered 4.7 million programs
in 2015, attended by nearly 107 million
people, 5 million more attendees than the
previous year.

The Wyoming State Library has many statistical
resources for libraries, including more recent
numbers for the state’s public libraries and
data on school libraries. Contact Thomas Ivie at
thomas.ivie@wyo.gov or (307) 777-6330.

NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF
Toolkit Helps You Leverage Public
Relations to Share Your Library's Story
Public relations is a powerful tool for libraries,
especially when faced with crises. Library
Journal has created a new, free toolkit to help
you reach the people you need to reach with the
story you want to tell and to influence them to
take action or change their perception based on
the message.
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How 10 Years of Funding Has Helped
Libraries Transform Thousands of Lives
A newly released American Library Association
(ALA) report marks the 10th anniversary of the
American Dream Literacy Initiative, which offers
grants to U.S. public libraries to expand services
for adult English language learners (ELL) or
adults in need of basic education and workforce
development.

featuring interviews with archivists, librarians,
preservationists, technologists, and information
professionals about interesting work and projects
within and involving archives, special collections,
and cultural heritage. Topics include appraisal
and acquisition, arrangement and description,
reference, outreach and education, collection
management, physical and digital preservation,
and infrastructure and technology.

With grants of $5,000 to $15,000, participating
libraries have developed new courses,
expanded their print and digital collections,
increased access to technology, implemented
new strategies for inclusion, and developed
sustainable partnerships with organizations
across their communities.

Forbes Opinion Piece Riles Library
Advocates
When an online Forbes op-ed by economist
Panos Mourdoukoutas suggested that Amazon
replace libraries to save taxpayers money,
library advocates responded with a resounding
“No,” citing stories and statistics showing the
value of libraries to their communities. Forbes
later removed the article, explaining that the
piece “was outside of this contributor’s specific
area of expertise.”

Constance Wu Promotes Libraries with
New Video PSAs
Constance Wu, star of the small and big screen,
is lending her support to our nation’s libraries
with special video messages recorded for the
American Library Association (ALA). In the
Public Service Announcements (PSAs), Wu
shares her love of libraries and discusses how
they advance inclusion and education for people
of all backgrounds. Wu appears in the highlyanticipated release of the movie adaptation of
Crazy Rich Asians later this summer.
More Podcast, Less Process for Archives
and Special Collections
More Podcast, Less Process is a podcast
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US Public Libraries: Marketing and
Communications Landscape
To learn more about how public libraries
communicate, OCLC conducted a survey among
United States public libraries that asked general
questions about active engagement efforts.
Questions covered marketing concerns and
barriers, communication channels, how they
use email marketing, and much more. This
report provides an overview of how US public
libraries communicate with their users and the
broader community.
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Book Reviews
Chronicles of the
Roc Rider
By Aaron Volner
[United States]
: [CreateSpace
Independent
Publishing Platform],
[2017]
In this fantasy novel,
Tanin Stormrush is a
warrior whose battle
partner is a raptor large enough to kill and eat
a moose. It is a brilliant premise that took me
a little time to really immerse myself in. In the
wake of the murder of Tanin’s wife, he embarks
on a mission of revenge. Tanin is convinced
he’s really fulfilling his deathbed promise to
his wife. The antagonist is a complex and often
confusing character who is a little more than
typically elusive. This story is not your typical
fantasy and reaches into a battle of light and dark
magic, with enough historical accuracy of the
earth’s resources to keep you engrossed. There
are several twists that were not entirely expected
and kept me turning the pages to see what
happened next. Although I am not typically a
lover of fantasy, I am eagerly awaiting the release
of volume 2.
Kathleen Horton, Library Paraprofessional
Burns Jr./Sr. High School
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Kicking Up Dust
By Robert Twing
[United States] :
Booklocker.com, Inc.,
2018.
This collection
transports the reader
to the world of Buffalo,
Wyoming during the
Great Depression. Each
short story that recounts a different moment in
Twing’s life, from boyhood through adulthood,
deftly suffuses autobiography with humor and
tension, faith and a strong sense of family. His
engaging, accessible prose and keen eye for detail
allows the reader a unique glimpse into history
through the eyes of one ordinary man and his
family and friends.
Stories like “Once Upon a Time,” which recalls
crafting homemade slingshots to use in games at
recess in a one-room schoolhouse, and “Divorce?
Never! Murder? Maybe!” illuminate how
attitudes and social mores have changed in the
years since, while fully immersing the reader in
the story and time period in which it occurs.
This collection is not only a fascinating resource
on Wyoming history, but a moving portrait of a
time gone by. Immersive history at its best.
Danielle Price, Digital Initiatives Librarian
Wyoming State Library
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