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Librarians Share Innovations in Learning
The 2nd annual Wyoming Innovations in
Learning conference took place November 7-9
in the Evanston Roundhouse facility. School
librarians (as well as one public library director)
from Wyoming were among the attendees and
presenters. Maggie Unterseher, Megan Dingman,
and Richard Landreth shared about Breakout
EDU in the school library. Maggie and Megan
also presented about integrating technology into
the school library and shared practical ideas that
can be utilized right away.
Key sessions focused on Breakout EDU,
integrating tech into the school library, Google
vs. databases, password organization, coding,
course design, subject matter teaching strategies,
digital skills, and more.
This was a fantastic conference attended by more
than 200 participants that included librarians,
K-12 teachers, college instructors, tech directors,
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(L to R) Paige Bredenkamp, Wyoming State Library; Julie
Erickson, TIE (Technology and Innovation in Education);
Megan Dingman, Campbell County School District 1.
and administrators. This annual conference
is sponsored by Wyoming Department of
Education, WyDECC, WyTEC, e-Volution, and
the Wyoming State Library. WSL School Library
Consultant Paige Bredenkamp serves on the
conference committee. The 2019 conference will
be held in Gillette, Wyoming. A call for session
proposals will be sent out early next year.
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WSL News
PICTURE BOOK PICKS AND PICS FROM
THE WSL CREW

Abby Beaver, WSL Information Services Manager
November is Picture Book Month, and to
celebrate Wyoming State Library staff members
shared their favorites and their reading
memories.
Abby Beaver, the WSL’s Information Services
Manager, chose to highlight a picture book
she found as an adult, Julia’s House for Lost
Creatures by Ben Hatke; “Aside from the adorable
illustrations, this book teaches inclusivity,
acceptance, and how diverse characters can work
together to create a home for all.”
Acceptance and inclusivity are common themes.
Digital Initiatives Librarian Danielle Price’s
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selection of Tacky
the Penguin written
by Helen Lester and
illustrated by Lynn
Munsinger is no
exception. “When I
was a kid, I loved this
book for its humor,
and the message of
being yourself. But
when I reread it as
an adult, I realized
Danielle Price, WSL Digital
Initiatives Librarian
there’s an even
deeper message
about how embracing
what sets you apart can benefit your community
in ways no one could have predicted. And that
makes me love it even more.”
Susan Mark, Karen Kitchens, Chris Van Burgh,
Jessica Dawkins, and Bobbi Thorpe also shared
their favorites — read more on the blog. Our
staff’s collection of favorites spans generations,
cultures, genres, and geography, illustrating the
timeless importance of and love for picture books
at any age.

What's Up?
If you have great happenings at your
library, we'd like to know! Send news to
Susan Mark at susan.mark@wyo.gov.
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LETTERS ABOUT LITERATURE STUDENT
WRITING CONTEST NOW OPEN
The Wyoming
State Library
invites students
in grades 4-12
to enter the
2018-19 Letters
About Literature
writing contest.
To enter, each
student reads
a book that
inspires them
or shows them a new way to see the world and
then writes to the author (living or dead) to share
how the book affected his or her life. Deadline for
Wyoming entrants is January 11, 2019.
You can help spread the word with promotional
posters on our website, available in PDF to
download and print and in JPG to include in
your own presentations, emails, newsletters,
social media, or any other way you can think of to
inspire a teen or tween to enter. Both classroom
and individual entries are welcome. Teacher
resources provide instructions and activities, and
addresses how the program can dovetail with
curriculum for reading and writing.
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Around the State

“Friends, tea, and most importantly I get to express
myself in ways I usually can’t.”

TEENS CREATE AT GOSHEN COUNTY'S
CHARCOAL & QUILL GUILD
Helen Pugsley said when she interviewed for her
job with Goshen County Library Director Joan
Brinkley, “Joan mentioned that there weren’t
many resources for teens available at that time.
During my job interview is when we started
laying plans for Charcoal and Quill Guild.”
Charcoal and Quill Guild is a group for creative
teenagers. Once a week youths between the ages
of 13-18 meet in the back room of the library,

Questions may be directed to Susan Mark,
Wyoming State Library Outreach Librarian, at
susan.mark@wyo.gov or (307) 777-5915.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

have tea and homemade cookies provided by the
guild goers that enjoy baking, show each other
the artwork they made for that week, and do a
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small art project. Up to once a month, Charcoal
and Quill Guild invites guest creators — artists,
writers, poets, film makers, and sculptors who
have made a career out of their artistic abilities.
“These kids are passionate about being creative,
and I think everyone needs an adult to fuel
that at their age,” Pugsley said. “I feel that it’s
important to show these youths that you can
make a career out of art.”
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during the guild’s hour and things they’ve written
and drawn at home.
“We’ve had people who write poetry, draw,
fashion design, wood burn, sculpt, edit videos,
paint — you name it,” Pugsley said. “Sometimes
the hard part is figuring out how best to show the
public Goshen County’s teenagers’ works.”

School Libraries
ARCHIVED WEBINAR: UNDERSTANDING
TEENS 101

Goshen County library staff and Charcoal & Quill Guild
members dressed up for an open house.
This past April, Charcoal and Quill Guild even
held an open house in the library. The teens
had to prepare their art to display, dress nicely,
and act like professional artists. “The kids were
phenomenal. Their parents and I were so proud
of them! Everyone worked so hard to make it a
wonderful experience. Especially the parents.”
The Charcoal and Quill Guild displays their work
in the library’s young adult section on top of
the book shelf — both the crafts the teens made
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New in our webinar training archive is
Understanding Teens 101, with Catherine
Boddie and Bridget Kiely, Young Adult Service
Librarians from the Arapahoe Library District
in Colorado. This video offers a crash course on
understanding teen behavior and strategies for
applying your know-how so all staff can offer the
best teen services at your library. Catherine and
Bridget touch on everything from adolescent
neuroscience to behavioral issues. Slides and
related resources are available.

PLAN AN HOUR OF CODE
Celebrate Computer Science Education Week
(December 3-9) with an Hour of Code. This began
as a one-hour coding challenge to give students
a fun first introduction to computer science
and has become a global event. The website
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offers hundreds of one-hour activities in over 48
languages for kindergarten and up. Learn how
anyone, anywhere, can host an Hour of Code.

EXPLORE A DATABASE OF PAPER
AIRPLANE DESIGNS
Here’s a makerspace idea: most of us know how
to make a basic paper airplane, but there are
many more designs out there. The Open Culture
blog recommends taking a look at the Fold’n’Fly
database for designs of varying difficulty and
performance for kids and adults alike. Each
comes with step-by-step instructions, a helpful
video, and a printable pattern.

Nov. 1-30
Dec. 3-9
Jan. 11, 2019
Jan. 25-29

Picture Book Month
Hour of Code
Letters About Literature Deadline
ALA Midwinter

Feb. 7

WLA Legislative Reception

Feb. 22

Big Talk for Small Libraries

March 16
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Freedom of Information Day
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Academic Libraries
CASPER COLLEGE READIES FOR 5TH
ANNUAL K-12 NEW BOOK DRIVE
The Casper College
Goodstein Foundation
Library is getting ready
for its 5th Annual
K-12 New Book Drive
to benefit Wyoming
Food for Thought.
The library sponsors
its book drive to
support the College’s
mission of community
building, literacy, and lifelong learning.
This event also draws attention to the problem
of food-insecure families. Wyoming Food For
Thought Project distributes weekly bags of
food to K-12 students who are in food-insecure
situations to get them through the weekends.
Donations to the library book drive add a new
book (ages K-12, all genres) to the winter food
bag over the holiday break for the child or teen to
keep, read, and treasure.
Last year Casper College Library collected
approximately 800 books — enough to give one
to each food-insecure child served by Wyoming
Food for Thought. The need for food bags (and
books) is expected to be the same this year.
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Trustees, Friends,
& Foundations
TIPS FOR NOVICE GRANT WRITERS
Is your library considering writing a grant
proposal in the near future? Many libraries rely
on grants to fund projects of all sizes, yet few
have professional grant writers. Amy Hitchner,
Colorado State Library Statewide Collaborative
Programming Coordinator, shares Tips for
Novice Grant Writers. Here are a few words of
advice; read the full article for more.
•

•
•
•
•

•

It pays to write a good proposal — literally!
A well-written proposal is less work for the
grant funding officer to evaluate. Attention to
detail may be the difference between you and
the funding you seek.
Use the funder’s evaluation criteria as a
framework for building your proposal.
Funders want to see the impact of their
dollars, so focus on outcomes.
Embed the “why” in every part of your
application.
Attitude counts! Don’t act like a supplicant
begging for money. Foundations must spend
money to keep their charitable status; your
proposal is an opportunity for them.
Cite similarities to other grants the funders
have accepted. This not only shows that your
goals are aligned with theirs, but that you’ve
done your homework.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

Image credit: Library Strategies

HOW YOU CAN MAKE NEW FRIENDS (OF
THE LIBRARY)
Are you worried that your Friends of the Library
group is “aging out?” Are you concerned that
there just aren’t that many available volunteers
to sustain your group into the future?
You'll probably be surprised to learn that there
are many young volunteers ready and willing to
work with your group. Library Strategies offers
tips on how to recruit them in their blog post,
How to Make New Friends (of the Library).

NATIONAL FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES WEEK
AWARD DEADLINE DECEMBER 4
During National Friends of Libraries Week in
October, libraries and Friends groups celebrated
with proclamations, fundraisers, membership
drives, author signings, and more. Two Friends
groups will receive the National Friends of
Libraries Week Award, $250 each, in honor of
their celebrations during the week. Deadline is
December 4, 2018. Learn more and apply.
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Databases &
Electronic Resources
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Libraries should have received their marketing
kit by email to promote this resource. If you
would like to be either added to or removed
from our monthly email list for marketing kits,
contact Susan Mark at susan.mark@wyo.gov or
(307) 777-5915.

TWO NEW ARCHIVED WEBINARS
We’ve just added two new Database of the Month
webinars to our archive page.
U.S. History in Context and Native
American Heritage Month
Gale pays tribute to their important contributions,
histories, and unique challenges both past and
present with Native American content featured
directly on the homepage of U.S. History In
Context.

FEATURED IN GOWYLD: NATIVE
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH
Let’s honor the first Americans and observe
Native American Heritage Month with this
month’s GoWYLD resources and marketing kit.
Gale makes it easy with ready-made, free,
downloadable resources. Along with their
informative database collections, these items will
help you to celebrate the culture, traditions, and
history of American Indians and Alaska Natives.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

Social Issues: Resources in GoWYLD.net
Let’s take a look in GoWYLD.net for resources
to explore for information on the myriad social
issues that are prevalent in our world. We'll
look at Opposing Viewpoints In Context, Global
Issues In Context, CQ Researcher and SIRS
Knowledge Source.

Want More News?
Get the news as it happens: follow the
Wyoming State Library on our blog,
Facebook, and Twitter.
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Wyoming Library
Association
Image from the April 15, 1909 Indian Progress from
Wyoming Newspapers. This paper was published by
the pupils at the Wind River Indian Industrial School.

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND WLA
LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION

STUDYING HISTORY THROUGH NATIVE
AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS

Pencil it in now, and
make plans to attend the
2019 Wyoming Library
Association Legislative
Reception, which will be held at 5:30 p.m. on
Thursday, February 7, at the Wyoming State
Library, 2800 Central Ave. in Cheyenne.

According to the Library of Congress, the first
Native American newspaper, The Cherokee
Phoenix, began publishing in 1828. The Phoenix
is one of 14 Native American newspapers from
the 19th and early 20th centuries that are
available in Chronicling America.
Wyoming’s Native American newspapers are not
included in the Library of Congress collection,
but you can find them online in Wyoming
Newspapers. In this digital collection you may
find a limited number of issues of:
•
•
•
•

Arapahoe Agency Courier (1888),
Indian Progress (1909 and 1910),
Indian Paint Brush (1935), and
Indian Guide (1887 and 1896-1897).

This Teaching with the Library of Congress
blog post offers ideas on using Native American
newspapers in the classroom. For more Native
American Heritage Month resources, explore the
Heritage Month portal.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

Our Library Development Office is currently
planning training sessions in conjunction with
the reception earlier that day and on Friday
morning, February 8.
Library directors, employees, trustees, and
volunteers are encouraged to be there. It’s a great
opportunity to thank your Wyoming senators,
representatives, and elected officials for their
support of libraries and to offer them an evening
of home-cooked food. The event will be preceded
by a legislative update at 5 p.m.
If you can bring a potluck dish, please contact
Jessica Dawkins at the Wyoming State Library
at jessica.dawkins@wyo.gov or (307) 777-6337.
Please let her know what you will bring and
whether you will need an electrical outlet.
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Training
TRAINING ‘AT YOUR LEISURE’ (AND AT
YOUR DESKTOP)
In addition to the live webinars in our training
calendar, each month we try to pick some
continuing education videos out there to watch
“At Your Leisure.” We hope you enjoy these
videos that caught our attention for November:
•

How to design a library that makes
kids want to read (TED Talk)

The Wyoming State Geological Survey's Interactive Oil
and Gas Map.

REAL-WORLD APPLICATIONS FOR GIS

•

The critical role librarians play in the
opioid crisis (TED Talk)

•

Trustee Trouble 1 (Wyoming State
Library)

Wednesday, November 14 was National
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Day. This
year’s theme was Discover the World through GIS,
demonstrating the real-world GIS applications
that are making a difference in our society.

Find live and “At Your Leisure” sessions on our

As one example, the Wyoming State Geological
Survey offers several interactive maps of
Wyoming: Groundwater Atlas, Interactive Oil
and Gas Map, Geochronology Map, and Mines
and Minerals Map.

If you work in a small library, there’s a free,

training calendar — all free and online.

ONLINE CONFERENCE JUST FOR SMALL
LIBRARIES
online conference just for you. The annual Big
Talk from Small Libraries conference is set for
February 22, 2019. They’ll use the GoToWebinar
online meeting service, so you can attend from
your desktop. The call for speakers will be

GISday.com has several story maps available that
allow users to experience the changes our world
has undergone through the use of mapping.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

announced soon, so think about what ideas
you’d like to share with your colleagues in small
libraries across the country.
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Youth Services

New Books

BOOGERS, BOOKS, & BOYS!

NEW BOOKS AT THE WSL

The Laramie County Library System offered
some tips for turning young boys into avid
readers on their blog.

The latest additions to our professional library
science collection are now available to you
through WYLDCAT.

Their first tip? Pick books he’ll like! Here are
their suggestions:

Questions, comments, or suggestions for
purchase may be directed to Brian Greene at
brian.greene@wyo.gov or (307) 777-6339.

•

•
•
•
•
•

Non-fiction books (Even for little kids. You
can find your 3-year-old plenty of truck
books.)
And yes, funny in ways moms don’t
appreciate…you know, boogers and farts.
Books with pictures, including comic books
or graphic novels.
Adventures.
Boy protagonists. We all want to see
ourselves in the hero.
Book versions of their favorite TV shows;
Paw Patrol, Ninjago, or Teen Titans Go for
instance. I know it’s not classic literature, but
the point is to get your kid reading.

Secondly, get Dad or Grandpa or Uncle Kevin
reading to your boys. Boys should see men read
to know it’s not only a pastime for girls. Next, of
course, read. Kids do what they see modeled for
them. Lastly, make reading special and fun.
Read the full post for more.

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

Collaborative library design : from
planning to impact
Chicago : ALA Editions, an imprint of the
American Library Association, 2018.
The science of managing our digital stuff
Bergman, Ofer
Cambridge, MA : MIT Press, [2016]
Librarian’s guide to online searching :
cultivating database skills for research
and instruction, 5th ed.
Bell, Suzanne S.
Santa Barbara, California : Libraries
Unlimited, an imprint of ABC-CLIO, LLC, [2018]
Get your community moving : physical
literacy programs for all ages
Carson, Jenn
Chicago : ALA Editions, an imprint of the
American Library Association, 2018.
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Harnessing the power of Google : what
every researcher should know
Brown, Christopher C.
Santa Barbara, California : Libraries
Unlimited, an imprint of ABC-CLIO, LLC, [2017]
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a population of 10,000 or less in a manner
demonstrating excellent service to its community
as exemplified by an overall service program or a
special program of significant accomplishment.
Carol McMurry Library Endowment

Grants & Awards

Grants to Libraries

APA Librarian Conference Travel Awards
DEADLINE: November 30, 2018
Supports early- and mid-career librarians who
are seeking to attend conferences in order to
grow as professionals. Applicants must be
employed as a librarian at an academic or health
sciences library, and have less than 15 years of
experience in a library after receiving their MLS.
Three cash awards of $750 available annually.

publicly accessible Wyoming libraries in three

DEADLINE: December 15, 2018
Provides support to Wyoming librarians and
areas: education and training, library resources,
and library foundation development. Two grant
deadlines annually in June and December.
Contact Brian Greene with any questions at
brian.greene@wyo.gov or (307) 777-6339.
Coretta Scott King Book Awards Donation
Grant
DEADLINE: January 31, 2019

ALA Midwinter Health Literacy
Preconference Grants
DEADLINE: December 3, 2018
The preconference, Implicit Bias, Health
Disparities and Health Literacy: Intersections
in Health Equity will be held on January
25, 2019 during ALA Midwinter in Seattle,
Washington. Up to 10 awards of up to $1,000 for
preconference attendance and travel.
EBSCO Excellence in Small and/or Rural
Public Library Service Award
DEADLINE: December 10, 2018
An annual recognition and $1,000 cash
award bestowed upon a public library serving

WYOMING STATE LIBRARY

Underfunded libraries, schools and nontraditional organizations that provide
educational services to children are invited to
apply to receive one of three Coretta Scott King
Book Donation Grants.
Ezra Jack Keats Mini-Grant Program
DEADLINE: March 31, 2019
Supports arts and literacy programs in public
schools, preschools, and libraries across the
country. Approximately 70 grants, up to $500
each, will be awarded to teachers and librarians
in public schools and libraries whose proposals
reflect imagination and a desire to make
learning fun.
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Book Reviews
The Geysers of
Yellowstone, 5th ed.
T. Scott Bryan
Louisville, Colorado:
University Press of
Colorado, [2018]
T. Scott Bryan knows his
geysers, as evidenced in
the fifth edition of his
book The Geysers of
Yellowstone. In this conveniently organized and
very thorough field guide, Bryan shares detailed
information about hundreds of geysers in the
Yellowstone National Park. Grouped by geyser
basins, learning about individual geysers is
simple in this easy-to-use guide for park visitors.
I have visited Yellowstone National Park only
twice, and can only assume this is an exhaustive
list of all geysers in the park. The information
Bryan shares on these spectacular feats of nature
includes historical background, eruption activity,
location relative to surrounding geysers, and
any special identifiers. The guide also contains
numerous photos, maps, charts, and sketches, as
well as an appendix of geyser fields around the
world. From basic information about geysers to
maps of their locations, this field guide is a musthave for park visitors and geyser lovers alike.
Lisa Scroggins, Director
Natrona County Library
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Georgia Rules
Nanci Turner Steveson
New York, NY:
Harper, an imprint
of HarperCollins
Publishers, [2017]
Georgia is home
for Magnolia Grace
(Maggie) and her
mother. They have lived
a comfortable country
club lifestyle for as long as she can remember.
Her father and his Vermont farm are a shadow
of a memory. When he unexpectedly passes,
Maggie and her mother must move to Vermont
to fulfill the requirements of his will. The move
flips Maggie’s world upside down and shakes out
all the dusty corners. As the dust settles she finds
parts of herself she didn’t known were missing. In
Georgia Rules, Nanci Turner Stevenson takes on
the real struggles of life. Without downplaying the
intensity of life’s challenges, Turner uses language
and context in which young readers can relate.
Those who are holding the tension between being
young and growing up will connect with Maggie
as she deals with the themes of friendship, love,
loss, and forgiveness in real world situations.
Stevenson paints such a vivid picture it is instantly
recognizable as the harrowing journey between
being a child and an adult.
Ami Vincent, Library Assistant II, Adult
Department
Fremont County Library System-Lander
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